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THe ANTHRAX CONVICTION QUASHED. 


As we all hoped and expected, Mr. Norbury has 
been successful in his appeal from the magisterial 
conviction. He was fined for cutting an ear off a 
cow found dead in a field. He did this to examine 
the blood and make sure whether the case was, or 
was not, anthrax. The prosecution argue that under 
no circumstances may a veterinary surgeon do this, 
because the Anthrax Order in a clause framed to 
instruct local authorities how to treat a diseased 
carcase says—‘“In no case shall the skin of the 
carcase be cut nor shall anything be done to cause 
the effusion of blood, except by or under the super- 
vision of a veterinary inspector, and so far as may 
be necessary for the purpose of microscopical ex- 
amination.” 

If the strict letter of the law was to be enforced 
Mr. Barrett would have had a difficult task, but 
fortunately the Bench acted upon the spirit of the 
law, and declined an interpretation which would 
have reduced cattle-practice by veterinary practi- 
tioners to an absurdity. The argument of the 
prosecution would have made every case of sudden 
death in cattle a case “of suspected anthrax.” 
Many diseases and accidents cause suddea -death. 
Poisoning, either accidental or malicious, does the 
same, and in all these cases a practitioner would 
have to leave the ciagnosis to policemen and veteri- 
nary inspectors. The veterinary inspectors are 
also rival practitioners, and the V.S. who might be 
called by a client would be prevented from making 
a diagnosis in the only proper manner, and would 
hand his case over to the “ inspector.”’ To assume 
that everv cow found dead in a field is ‘“ suspected 
of anthrax” is stupid. To believe that any carcase 
in August which shows escape of fluid or blood 
from the natural openings must have suffered from 
anthrax is only what one might expect from a 
policeman —- and one more ignorant than modest. 

To remove an ear so as to make a positive diag- 
nosis by microscopical examination is the very best 
practice to adopt in the case of a dead cow. It 
enables the practitioner to decide whether or no 
he should proceed to make a post-mortem examl- 
naticn or notify the existence of disease. 

The examination of the blood does not presuppose 
suspicion of anthrax, it simply means that a cau- 
tious practitioner is taking reasonable means to 
diagnose his case and protect himself from the 
danger which would result from a hasty post-mortem 
examination. 

The Bench decided that Mr. Norbury could not 
make a diagnosis without examination of the blood, 


and that he could not obtain the necessary know- | 


ledge “ without cutting off the ear for microscopical 
examination.” 


THE ProposeD New LEGISLATION. 


This week we have only space to notice one por- 
tion of the Council’s proceedings, and naturally 
select by far the most important, viz., the considera- 
tion of the proposed new legislation. 

The annual registration fee has been approved by 
an ample majority of members, and as a result the 
full draft of the projected Act is before us. It is 
limited —- wisely, we think—to such measures as 
can only be included in an Act of Parliament, other 
points being reserved for a Charter. Members can 
now criticise the document; and it is not likely that 
many will object to its provisions, which seem alto- 
gether designed in support of the private practi- 
tioner. Registered men are to be placed in the 
exact position which we all, until recently, imagined 
them to occupy. One section prohibits veterinary 
practice by companies, and another may be de- 
scribed as an alteration and very considerable exten- 
sion of the existing legislation against unregistered 
practitioners. 

These two sections, if they become law, will 
immeasurably increase the Council’s power to protect 
the interests of the practitioner, but neither can be 
effectively worked without considerable expense. 
That point is dealt with in the one remaining clause 
(Section 3), which makes full and complete pro- 
vision for the imposition and collection of an annual 
registration fee. 

Some have objected to the removal of names in 
case of non-payment, but it must be admitted that 
this clause is essential to collection of the fee. On 
the other hand, no provision is made by which 
arrears could be claimed from defaulters desiring 
re instatement. The fee is really a payment in 
advance for the right of practising for the ensuing 
twelve months, and is certainly not excessive if we 
consider the benefits which other clauses of the Act 
would confer upon practitioners. 

Members practising abroad are to be exempt from 
payment, and this, while not unfair, will certainly 
considerably decrease the income of the R.C.V.S. 
We agree with Mr. Wolstenholme and others that 
that income should not exceed the needs of the 
profession ; and, on that account, there was some- 
thing to be said for the view that a registration fee 
of 10/6 would be sufficient. But the perusal of the 
report of even the present Council meeting affords 
ample proof that a guinea from each member will 
not unduly inflate the funds of the R.C.V.S. The 
demands upon those funds are too numerous and 
too heavy. The extended powers of prosecution 
which this Act is designed to confer upon the 
Council, and the rapidly increasing number of Par- 
iliamentary Bills affecting the profession, are only 
‘two of many channels for which money in large and 





It is fortunate that Mr. Norbury appealed, and | continuous supply is urgently needed. 
that the Lancashire V.M.S. came to his assistance | 
without hesitation. 


| 


| next year’s Parliament, and as the time available 


An attempt is to be made to bring the Bill before 
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for doing so is short, the Special Committee has 
received power to act for the Council. Should the 
Bill become law in the form in which it has been 
drafted, it will establish a new era for the pro- 
fession. 


THe New Director GENERAL A.Y.S. 


Colonel F. Smith, C.B., has been appointed 
Director General of the Army Veterinary Service 
Such an appointment’ is not made unless the 
Authorities are convinced that an officer possesses 
the necessary natural and acquired characteristics 
for the position. Some of these are, of course, 
strictly military and only to be appreciated by 
Army men. We profess no knowledge of these, 
but we, in common with ail veterinary practitioners, 
can recognise in any M.R.C.V.S., a life devoted 
to the scientific and professional progress of our 
common calling. 

Colonel Smith, from the day of his entering the 
profession till now, has been an assiduous worker. 
Every branch of the profession—pathology, hygiene, 
physiology and chemistry has at different times en- 
gaged his attention, and we may safely add that 
every branch has been enriched as the result of his 
labour. His books on Hygiene and on Physiology 
would alone be sufficient to establish his reputation 
as a scientific and literary authority of eminence. 
But his shorter communications to periodical litera- 
ture must not be overlooked. They are many— 
and all instructive. Writing from memory, we 
should say that on Navicular Disease, Spavin, and 
Joint-diseases, no English veterinarian has contri- 
buted so much sound and useful information as the 
result of long and careful practical research. 

Articles which only appear in periodicals are apt 
to be forgotten, and readers of to-day have little 
knowledge of the good work done twenty years ago. 
By way of showing what we are indebted to Colonel 
Fred Smith for, and as an illustration of his powers 
of his endurance, we have collected the titles of his 
various contributions and arranged them chrono- 
logically. The list is one of which the author may 
be proud and for which his profession may be 
grateful. 


1876. Influence of the Cervical Fascia on the 
formation of Abscesses. 

1877. Amaurosis. 

1879.  Bursattee. 

1880. Bloodless Operations. 

1882. “Quarterly Journal of Veterinary Science 


in India and Army Animal Management” estab- 
lished. (Co-editor for seven years). 

1883. Stomach Diseases. Military Hygiene: 
The Saddle. Stone in the Bladder. “Paraplegia : 
Osteitis. Intestinal Obstruction. Posology and 
Therapeutics: Experiments with Aconite. Entero- 
tomy in Intestinal Obstruction: Ectropium: 
Contribution to Koch’s Austrian Encyclopedia. 


1884. Fracture within Stifle-joint: Disloca- 
tion of Hip-joint. Acute Spinal Paralysis. Com- 
pound comminuted fracture of Radius. Excision 


of Nerves for relief of Lameness. Pyometiia: Acute 
Spinal Meningitis: Myelitis: Calcareous degener- 
ations in the Horse. 





1885. 
and the action of Copper Sulphate. 
for Horses. Ruptured Iliac Vein. 
of Rectum. Sprains. Anthrax ; 
(Esophagus. Rabies. Aortic Aneurism.  Epi- 
iepsy: Paralysis. Experimental Therapeutics. 
Equine Anthrax in India—its Clinical and Patho- 
logical Features. The Mechanical treatment of 
Contracted Feet. 

1886. An explanation of the conditions which 
bring about Wide and Narrow Chests. The Patho- 
logy of Navicular Disease. Carbonic Acid in the 
Air of Stables. The Essential Diet for Horses: 
Its Heat forming and Mechanical value. Air and 
its relations to Health and Disease Experiments 
on the Essential Diet for Horses. 

1887. Chemistry of the Blood in Purpura. 
Chemistry of the Hoof of the Horse. A new opera- 
tion for the cure of Lameness arising from Side- 
bones. Excretion of Urea in Horses. Experimental 
Therapeutics (Iodine, Hydrargyri perchloridum, 
Liquor ammon. fortis, Veratrine, Conia, Chloro- 
form, Cuprisulphas, Aconite, Opium, Cannabis 
Indicz, Carbolic acid, Cocaine, Antimonium Tar- 
taratum). Some fatal diseases of the Digestive 
Canal of the Horse. 

A Manual of Veterinary Hygiene. 

1888. Analysis of the Saliva of the Horse. 
Histology of the Skin of the Horse. Notes on a 
Professional visit to the Continent. Action of 
Physostigmine on the Horse. Action of Pilocar- 
pine on the Horse. Preliminary note on the Sur- 
gical Cure of Roaring. Some diseases of the Foot 
of the Horse. 

1889. Animal Vaccination. 
sition of the Sweat of the Horse. Ectropium. In- 
testinal Obstruction. A peculiar case of Lameness. 
Chemistry of the Urine of the Horse. Chemical 
composition of Synovia, and the gases found in 
Pus, Sweat, and Saliva. 

1890. The Operation for Sidebones. 
of the Staple forage grass of India. 
the Skin of the Elephant. The Operation for Side- 
bones. The Chemistry of Respiration in the Horse 
during rest and work. Notes on the composition 
of the Sweat of the Horse. 

1891. Apparatus for enquiring into the Ex- 
pansion of the Horse’s foot. Spasm of the Dia- 
phragm. Diseases of the Facial Sinuses of the 
Horse. Sprains and their treatment by Pressure. 
Veterinary Hygiene. Saddles and Saddlery: Bits 
and Bitting. A Manual of Saddles and Sore backs. 
Calcareous degenerations in the Horse. 

1892. Influence of the Time of Day in the 
production of Colic. Artificial production of Vomi- 
tion in the Horse. Strangles. On the Mechanical 
treatment of Contracted Feet. On the Mechanical 
treatment of Defective Hoof. How long does 
Vaccination confer Immunity against Small-pox? 
A new Method of determining the Purity of Stable 
Air. Some diseases of the Joints of the Horse. 

A Manual of Veterinary Physiology. 

A Manual of Veterinary Hygiene. (2nd Edit.) 

1893. Chemistry of the Dandruff from the 
Skin of the Horse and its Pigment. Loss of Horses 


Veterinary Hygiene: Food. Anthrax 
Artificial Eyes 
Strangulation 
Impaction of 


Chemical compo- 


Analysis 
Histology of 
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Foot- Glanders Rabies. Sh : 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases ®eP| Swine Fever 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out-| Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out-| Out- | Slaugh 
breaks| mals. oe mals. /breaks} mals. Dogs. | Other breaks breaks. | tered ‘ 
) —_— = - 
Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended Oct. 12 15 = 31 = 12 7 25 = 4 24 1i2 
1906 23 39 24, 33 13 43 230 
Corresponding week in 1905... 16 18 21 32 SI 9 23 
1904... 22 30 18 32 & 13 53 
Total for 41 weeks, 1907 864 | 1149 689 1575 428 | 2019 9530 
1906 722 1040 873 1621 322 907 5114 
Corresponding period in  ; 1905 775 =| 1072 950 1689 687 658 2944 
1904 791 1230 1240 2195 1102 1060 4927 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Oct. 15, 1907. 
IRELAND. Week ended Oct 5 oe & ’ 3 6 | 
1906 : 2 2 | 2 
Corresponding Week in ; 1905 1 5 1 , 3 
1904 os 2 36 
Total for 40 weeks, 1907 “ “a 2, 4 5 9 202 126 2151 
{1906 i 7 6 14 173 83 916 
Corresponding period in 1905 3 5 19 60 239 124 1401 
1904 3 3 9 30 378 282 3743 























Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Oct. 10, 1907. 


Notge.—he figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


| 





in War. A Manual of Saddles and Collars, Sore 


Backs and Shoulders. 


1894. Indian hempas an Anodyne. Navicular 
disease. Recurrent Scabies in Horses. Tympany | 


of the Stomach in the Horse. The Refractive 
Character of the Eyes of Horses. The Opbthal- 
moscope in Veterinary Practice. Sprains of Ten- 
dons and Ligaments. Loss of Horses in War. The 
effect of the Lee-Metford bullet on the Bones of 
Horses. 

1895, Nature of the Respiratory movements 
in Hydrothorax. The Structure and Functions of 
the Horse’s Foot. 

A Manual of Veterinary Physiology. (2nd Edit.) 

1896. Cataract in the Horse. The Greatest 
Muscular Effort a Horse can exert. 

1897. 
Backs, and Sore Shoulders. 
Pleurisy in the Horse. 
monia and Pleurisy. 

1898. Painless Neurectomy. 
cause of Colic. 


An undescribed 


1899. The Effective Weight which Horses can 
carry. 

1905. Manual of Veterinary Hygiene. 3rd Edit. 

1906. Recurrent Mange. Convulsive Limb 


movements associated with sudden destruction of 
the Brain. 

; 1907. A Manual of Veterinary Physiology. 
(3rd Edit. Revised and re-written). 


A Manual of Saddles and Collars, Sore | 
Pneumonia and | 
Some fatal cases of pneu- | 





* As Diseased or Exposec to Infect’ n 





tASTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The autumn meeting was held on Thursday, Septem- 
ber 12th, at the Great White Horse, Hotel, Ipswich. In 
the absence of the President, Mr. F. Low, of Norwich, 
Mr. W. M. Reeman, of Bury St. Edmunds, a vice-presi- 
dent, was voted to the chair. The members present 
were: Messrs. T. G. Heatley, Woodbridge ; W. Shipley, 
W. Little, Yarmouth ; J. Simpson, Maidenhead ; y R. 
Godbold, Stowmarket ; A. S. Auger, Saxmundham ; 
J. E. Kitchen, London ; P. Turner, Ixworth ; W. Tur- 
till, Wickham Market ; C. E. Nesling, Framlington; W. 
J. Browning, W. N. Jurgensen, Ipswich; E. Wright, 
Yoxford ; 8. Smith, Lowestoft ; F. M. Wallis, Halstead; 
and H. P. Standley, hon. sec., Wymondham. 

Letting regretting absence were received from Messrs. 
W. E. Livock, F. B. O. Taylor, J. Hammond, H. E. 
Wilkinson, J. Pollock, F. L. Gooch, J. Robertson, H. L. 
Roberts, R. C. Taylor, and T. E. Auger. 


New MEMBERS. 

Mr. 8. Smrru, of Lowestoft, was elected a member of 
the Society. 

Mr. Roserts, of Stalham, was nominated by Mr. Ship- 
ley, seconded by Mr. S. Smith, for election at the next 
meeting. 

The Hon. Sec. said that Mr. J. D. Overed, of Blofield, 
who had sent in his resignation and was elected an 
honorary associate, had written thanking the members 
and expressing his appreciation of the honour conferred 
upon him. 

THE HUNTING TESTIMONIAL. 

The Hon. Sec. stated that he had received a letter 
from Mr. John Malcolm, Secretary to the Hunting 
Testimonial, desiring him to bring this matter before the 
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Society in order that fitting recognition might be 
made of the work Mr. Hunting had done for the pro- 
fession. 

Mr. SHIPLEY said a great many of their members 
would like to subscribe, and they were invited to do so 
as individuals not as a Society. Mr. Hunting had been 
a good friend to their Society and helped them out of 
many difficulties. They were always delighted to have 
him with them, and it was a very proper thing to raise 
a testimonial in recognition of the work he had done. It 
was not so much a few large amounts that were desired 
as to get as many veterinary surgeons’ names as possible 
on the list. He had already had the pleasure of sub- 
scribing. 

Mr. J. Simpson said that as one of the Committee 
who had this in hand he could say that the object of 
Mr. Malcolm’s letter was not to appeal to the Society as 
a Society to contribute, but in order to make this matter 
more widely known than it probably had been through 
the medium of the veterinary journals. He felt perfectly 
certain that Mr. Hunting and the Committee would 
more appreciate contributions from many individuals, 
however small, rather than lump sums collectively given 
by Societies. Otherwise he would have been prepared 
to ask them to vote something towards the testimonial. 


DoNATIONS. 


The Hon. Src. said the question of their subscrip- 
tions was left over at the annual meeting owing to the 
visit of the National Association, as their funds were 
not large, and it was thought better to see how they 
stood after it before making any grants. They had 
always given two guineas to the Royal Agricultural 
Benevolent Institution, one guineas to the Ruyal Insti- 
tute of Public Health, and something to tlie Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund. Their balance was £21 
13s. 1ld. and the visit of the National made but little 
difference. 

Mr. F. M. WALLIs said the Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund was one of the most deserving objects, and he 
would propose that a donation of three guineas be given 
to it. 

Mr. A. S. AUGER seconded and this was carried. 

The Hon. Sec. said that the votes for the Royal Agri- 
cultural Benevolent Institution were not used last time 
and sent back. Their subscription was due to the Insti- 
tute of Public Health, which sent them its journal 
month by month, and he moved that this be paid. It 
was one guinea. This was carried. 

Mr. J. StMpson said he would like, as President of the 
Victoria Benevolent Fund, to thank the Society for its 
kind contribution to this useful institution. The money 
would be very gratefully received and very profitably 
applied. 

Next MEETING. 

Mr. A. 8. AUGER proposed that the next meeting be 
held at Norwich, where he said they always had a good 
attendance. 

Mr. 8. SmirH seconded, and this was carried. 


VoTE oF CONDOLENCE. 


_ The Vick-PRESIDENT said that since their last meet- 
ing they had lost in Mr. George Hunting an old and 
valued member. It would be in accordance with their 
wishes that a letter of condolence should be sent by 
their Secretary to Mrs. Hunting to convey their dee 
sympathy with her in the great loss she had sustained. 

e moved accordingly and it was passed in silence up- 
standing. 

THE ANNUAL REGISTRATION FEE, 

Mr. A. 8. AUGER said he thought they ought to venti- 

late the question of the matter of a registration fee as 


- proposed for the Royal College. It seemed to be rather 
a big order, and if made compulsory it would mean 





something like £3,000 a year extra to the College. There 


was only a slight deficiency, and a guinea seemed a good 


deal to ask, though he supposed something was neces- 
sary for the proper maintenance of the College, but he 
was inclined to think that a fee of half-a-guinea would 
meet the case, and be more generally approved by the 
members of the profession. If any one was inclined to 
give more no doubt the Secretary of the Royal College 
would be happy to receive it. 

The Hon. Sxc. said this question was brcught up at 
their meeting twelve months previously, when the circu- 
lar was ordered to lie on the table. Since then they had 
all seen Major Butler’s pamphlet upon it. 

Mr. AUGER said that as the Council would vote upon 
it in October it should be discussed now. 

Mr. F. M. WaALLIs said he was inclined to agree with 
Mr. Auger if half-a-guinea would meet the difficulty. If 
it would not, they must pay a guinea. 

Mr. SHIPLEY said the circular was sent out to test the 
views of the profession. They could not continue as 
they were. Their income was not sufficient, and their 
expenses were increasing. Their income must be in- 
creased. Did the members of the profession think it 
was time they had a new Charter. If they were agreed 
upon that there were certain details that might be inclu- 
ded. It would be left to the Parliamentary Committee 
to take notice of certain Acts which might be regarded 
as unprofessional and would have to be properly defined 
in future. An expression of opinion was desired as to 
whether they were in favour of a tax of one guinea. 
If they were in favour of a registration fee they could 
express an opinion as tc what they considered the 
amount should be, and it would come before the next 
meeting of the Council for consideration. He had been 
endeavouring to hear both sides of the question so as to 
arrive at an opinion when the time came. 

Mr. J. Srmpson said that as a member of the Com- 
mittee which drafted and issued the circular he would 
have held his hand but for the fact that the circular was 
sent out from the College so long ago. It would be re- 
membered that he proposed at Council that enquiry 
shonld be made into this matter, and if the Committee 
appointed considered it necessary they should poll the 
profession. There had been wild talk by irresponsible 
members of the profession who did not understand their 
charters and blamed the Council for not doing things 
which individuals thought should be dene, due, however, 
to the mere fact that the Council was powerless. They 
could only go as far as their Charters and Acts enabled 
them to go. There appeared to be great dissatisfaction 
in the profession with regard to the Council in that they 
were not doing as much as it was thought they ought to 
do, so he thought it advisable that a Committee should 
thoroughly investigate the complaints made and see 
whether it was advisable to poll the profession to deter- 
mine whether the Council should do what it desired to 
do, and what individual members of the profession wish- 
ed it todo. The circular was issued to every member of 
the profession. The object was to ascertain whether 
there was a real desire on the part of members for greater 
activity to be displayed by the Council of the College 
in connection with the suppression of quackery and the 
proper conduct of members of the profession. If they 
were to be more active than they had been in the past 
it was absolutely necessary that they should have more 
funds. It was a terrible state of things to contemplate, 
though the Council or Registration Committee had 
never said so publicly, that if there was a breach of their 
rules, quackery, misconduct on the part of a mem- 
ber of the profession which acted detrimentally 
upon those who lived in the locality, they were 
to say “we know it is absolutely wrong on the 
part of this individual but we have not the money to 
carry out what we desire to do.” It was asimple matter 
for the Registration Committee to recommend to the 
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Council that the name of the person concerned should | 


be removed, but there was such a thing as an appeal to 
the Privy Council, and then came in the question of 
expenses. They would probably have included in a new 
Act of Parliament or Charter something that would give 
them control over the registered man so that he was not 
entitled to call himself a veterinary surgeon. He must 
be one of two things, either a veterinary surgeon admit- 
ted by registration and under their control, or he was 
not a member of the profession and not entitled to call 
himself a veterinary surgeon. All this would take con- 
siderable work on the part of solicitors and counsel, and 
others even higher. 

Knowing that a registration fee was necessary, he for 
one had said by his individual vote that in his opinion 
it was desirable. He knew from experience how diffi- 
cult it was for any one to tax himself. Speaking as an 
Income Tax Commissioner for his county he could not 
call to mind a single instance where an individual had 
ever said he had been undertaxed and that he ought to 
be taxed a little higher. It was only from the love they 
entertained toward their profession that they were in- 
duced to vote in favour of a registration fee. He formed 
an opinion before the circular was issued, and although 
he was in favour of its issue he feared very much that 
human nature would say “ Why shouldI? I am doing 
all right. Why should I tax myself to the extent of 
another guinea a year?” After all he believed they 
would look at it as lovers of their profession. 

The profession might be divided into three classes. 
He knew there were some who might be described as 
opulent, s‘ill they formed but a small percentage. They, 
of course, could very well do it for love of their profess- 
ion and for what it was doing for them. 

Next they came to the average veterinary surgeon who 
was doing fairly well, and absolutely indebted for his 
success in life to his profession. Many a man would say 
to himself “Tam in a fairly good position, I manage at 
all events to make both ends meet and am able to put 
by a little. What would my position have been had I 
not been a member of the profession? J might have 
gone into trade and been successful ; perhaps not. At 
any rate [should not have held the same social position. 
I can very well afford to give my guinea.” 

Then they came to the men who were located in places 
that were sparsely populated so far as probable clients 
were concerned. They might lay wide, or a veterinary 
surgeon might be located in a small town or onlya 
village, where he was pestered right and left by quacks 
and by men who trod upon his toes in every direction-— 
the blacksmith, the dog doctor, and all kinds of men of 
that description. He fancied he he:rd such an individual 
say to himself “It will be the very best thing that ean 
happen for me. I shall at least get some protection, and 
the College will at any rate use its best endeavours to 
stop this awful qnackery going on all round me prevent- 
ing me earning the little I might for the support of my 
wife and family.” 

la al . . 

lhat, roughly, was the view he took of it. 

They must of course consider their examiners. They 
might say you can always get examiners, and he quite 
agreed, but if they were going to ask gentlemen to ac- 
cept the position of examiners and expect them to leave 
lucrative practices and important positions they might 
have held for a long time while they are conducting ex- 
aminations in London and then in Ireland, from there 
to Scotland and then to Liverpool, they would under- 
stand what sacrifices these gentlemen were making. 
lhe desire of the Council was to get the very best men 
on the 3oard of Examiners. It would be a calamity for 
the College if such gentlemen were to say, “ Happy as 
we should be to act as your examiners, much as we 
appreciate the honour yon desire to confer upon us, we 
cannot afford to do it. Your fees are so abominably 


ridiculous that we cannot afford to leave our practice.’ 





What would be the result? They might get on the 
Board of Examiners men who have not had large ex- 
perience or large practices—though they would doubtless 
be only too clad to do it for the sake of putting on 
their billheads, “Examiners to the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons,” but these were not the class of 
men wanted. They wanted the best men, and wanted 
them to be satisfied with the comparatively small fees 
that they were glad to pay them. 

In the circular reference was made to the enlarged 
museum and library, but so far as he was concerned, he 
would bein no hurry to spend the money which came 
in from this registration fee upon objects of this kind. 

But he looked forward to the day, it might not be in 
his time—he did not suppose for one moment it would 
be—still he certainly hoped the time would come when 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons would be 
able to conduct every examination, class A to D, upon 
its own premises. At present they were most liberally 
met by the Principals of the different schools, who were 
most kind, and provided all that was desired, particu- 
larly in Class D, for the practical examinations. He 
was hopeful enough to believe that the time would 
come when the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
would have its own magnificent institution capable of 
providing for all the requirements of the examinations 
from A to D. This would take a good many years, even 
if the College received the large sum of £3000 per year, 
before such a thing could be. At present it was simply 
a test question. They were asked to say whether it 
was thought desirable there should be a registration fee. 
If they were of opinion there should be, were they 
willing to pay it? He thought they might be safe in 
saying—let us have a registration fee. ‘To impose a fee 
they must go to Parliament for an Act. 

To ask members of the profession to tax themselves 
voluntarily would mean that the College would be 
pleased to receive money from those who did so, but 
there would be no control over the others unless the fee 
were madecompulsory. Voluntary contributions would 
not be sent by more than one-fifth part of the pro- 
fession. 

With regard to the amount, it was quite possible half- 
a-guinea might meet the immediate requirements of the 
C llege, but he wished to soar higher and look a little 
farther ahead. He preferred to anticipate when their 
sons and grandsons would be observers of a magnificent 
institution capable of conducting all its own examina- 
tions vithin its own walls. Hedid not think a guinea 
per annum would ruin any of them. Surely if it did 
pinch a little hard on some, by the giving up of some 
trifling Inxury, an individual would at any rate have the 
satisfaction of knowing he had done his duty to the pro- 
fession which gave him the prosperity he enjoyed, the 
education he had been able to give his children, and the 
henetits all his family bad received through his being a 
member of it. 

Mr. J. E. Kircutn said he entirely agreed with what 
Mr. Simpson had said. 

Mr. W. TurTILL said that after Mr. Simpson’s state- 
ment they could not say ‘ No,” and this would strengthen 
the hands of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
which needed strengthening. If the poor little country 
practitioners did this, something ought to be done for 
them, and they had quite enough quackery to contend 
with. If they paid a registration fee they would know 
they were not only doing something for the College, but 
returning some little for the advice they had had from 
their worthy professors. He had troubled them and 
they did not overcharge him. 

Mr. A. S. AuGer said that Mr. Simpson had spoken 
nobly and well, but it appeared to him to have every- 
thing complete, four sets of premises would be required, 
one in each place of examination, in Dublin, Edinbugh, 
and Glasgow as well as in London, It would be very 
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nice if all the examinations could be conducted in Lon- | else, whether it was fracture of the first rib or paralysis. 


don and everybody would welcome it, but it would be 
very costly. It would be a splendid thing to havea 
musenin and also a library, but the library should be 
on the circulating principle, so that if a member of the 
profession wrote tothe Secretary of the Royal College 
he could have a book sent him or take his turn for it. 
That would be of value because many important works 
were costly, and country practitioners could not afford 
to buy them, useful and valuable as they might be. 

Mr. Srmpson said the question raised by Mr. Auger 
was a very proper one. At present they were bound to 
conduct examinations in England, Scotland, and, as 
their Charter stated, in Lreland so soon as the College 
was founded there. A College had been founded in Ire- 
land and they were conducting examinations there. 
There was not in their profession as in the medical, one 
in England, in Ireland, and in Scotland. In the veteri- 
nary profession there was but one portal, and they hoped 
to retain that. His dream might be a far-off one, but 
he believed the time would come when students would 
be proud to come to an institution such as they might 
have, even from Ireland and Scotland. 

Sometimes a doubt was suggested as to whether the 
examinations are all on an equality. He did not know 
that anything could be more desirable than that all 
students should be examined together, when an ex- 
aminer would not know whether he was examining an 
English, Irish, or Scotch student. 

Mr. E. Wricut said he thought it would be a good 
thing, and he would be only too pleased to pay a 
guinea. 

Mr. W. Surpcey said the Council wanted to know 
their opinions. They would consider whether the fee 
should be half-a-guinea or any figure that was put before 
them. If they were in favour of a registration fee they 
could leave it to the Finance Committee to work it as 
cheaply as possible. 

Mr. WALLIs then moved that this meeting of members 
of the Eastern Counties Veterinary Medical Society is 
in favour of a registration fee being paid, and expresses 
its desire for a new Charter. 

Mr. C. E. Nesiine seconded, and this was carried 
unanimously. 


SHOULDER LAMENESS. 


Mr. T. HEATI.EY presented a couple of bones from 
the foreleg of a hackney, seen in the practice of Mr. 
Turtill at Ashhocking. This horse went lame one day 
when being driven, following the staghounds. He was 
rested for a time then put to work again, and it was 
thought to be a case of shoulder Jameness, and blistered. 
He saw it about a month after, and found the horse 
walking not particularly lame, tut when trotted he 
absolutely carried his foot right in front of him and did 
not put it down at all. On examining the limb he 
could not detect anything at all. There was nothing 
whatever to show either at the elbow or foot. He was 
blistered and turned off or put in a box. After some 
months he was used for a little light work, and would 
go well for a little time and then become dead lame. 
Eventually the owner decided to have him destroyed. 
A swelling had developed on the outside of the arm 
just below the elbow. He came to the conclusion that 
the horse when he first went lame probably had frac- 
tured the ulna, but so far as he could see from the bone 
there was no fracture of the ulna but a tremendons 
deposit of new bone around the junction of the ulna and 
radius, with laceration of the cartilage. There was no 
external wound whatever, and he would like to hear 
members views upon it. 

Mr. W. TuRTILL said it was a very occult case, and 
though a lot of science saw it, none of them could make 
much out of it. No one seemed to know where the 
horse was lame—whether in the shoulder or anywhere 





The horse carried his arm right forward and would not 
put it down. He came to the conclusion there was a 
fracture but he could not locate it, and gave it as his 
opinion that the horse would be no use, but the owner 
did not like the idea of destroying him. He therefore 
advised putting the horse into slings and giving him 
time. : 

Mr. SIMPSON said it reminded him of a case that came 
under his own observation a fortnight ago. The subject 
was a pony that belonged to a dairyman and was being 
driven to the station from a farm about two miles out 
of Maidenhead when it suddenly went lame, so lame 
that although the boy driver was endeavouring to get the 
pony to the goods station where the milk was to be put 
on the train, a policeman saw him and stopped it. The 
pony was put into the nearest station, and we was sent 
for. Nothing could be seen on the foot, and nothing 
from the knee downward. On bending the leg, however, 
he detected a slight click that was scarcely perceptible, 
certainly it was not crepitus. This pony being insured, 
it was a question whether the insurance people should 
be informed of it, and whether he should advise them to 
have the animal destroyed. There was excessive lame- 
ness, and the opinion he gave was that there was a frac- 
ture of the bone without displacement. It was pretty 
safe to indulge in that sort of opinion, but he believed 
he was right. He recommended rest, and the animal 
was very much better, so that he was able to be turned 
out and get his own living. He was a little puzzled to 
account for the ulceration of the articular surface in Mr. 
Heatley’s specimen, but with a breakage of bone and the 
formation of new bony material, they did not know 
where it would end. He could not see anything in his 
own case to make him think there was any fracture, and 
he should rather say it was a chip off the bone. It was 
difficult to understand how the injury arose seeing that 
the pony was trotting along the road, had no fall, and 
there was no collision or anything of that kind. 


TUBERCULOSIS OF THE HorsE. 


Mr. HEATLEY said he was asked to look at a carthorse 
that was wasting, and the owner thought its lungs were 
wrong. It looked unthiifty, and one peculiarity was a 
stiffness of the neck. From its condition generally he 
told the owner it was a case of tuberculosis, and that 
he should have the animal destroyed. He told the 
knacker to save him the neck bones (now produced) and 
to put the spleen on one side to examine for nodules. 
He found the spleen much larger than usual and there 
were about a dozen raised nodules in its substance which 
he had no doubt was tuberculosis. When he had turned 
the horse ronnd sharply he would fall, showing there 
was some pressure upon the spine. The inflammation 
could be seen in some of the bones. There were several 
bad wasters among the cows on the place, and about 
90 per cent. would react to the test, and in that way 
infection might have been carried to this horse. 


Hon. SECRETARY REsIGNs. 


Mr. H. P. Stanpuey said he wished to tender his 
resignation as Hon. Sec., and he hoped the members 
would appoint some one in his place. 

The CHAIRMAN said they would all be very sorry to 
hear this intimation, and he could only hope Mr. Stand- 
ley might be prevailed upon to re-consider it. 

Mr. STANDLEY said he had quite made up his mind not 
to continue Secretary. 

Mr. J. Smmpson said that personally he was extremely 
sorry. He had taken a great interest in their Society 
and came a long distance to attend its meetings. He 
did not hesitate to say that one of his principal reasons 
for coming to Ipswich that day was to have the honour 
of proposing that they give their heartiest thanks to Mr. 
Standley for all that he did for them in the memorable 
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week of the visit of the National Veterinary Association. 
His work was not that of some other and more promi- 
nent members of the Society—he had to work quietly 
and he did not occupy a prominent position, but never- 
theless he felt sure every individual member of that 
Society never lost sight for a moment of the good work 
Mr. Standley did for them. It was very largely through 
the efforts Mr. Standley put forth that their entertain- 
ment of the National Society proved such a success. He 
regretted that an opportunity did not occur in those 
delightful woods at Whitlingham to thank Mr. Stand- 
ley, not only in the presence of their own members, but 
also of all those who participated in the enjoyment given 
to the members of the National that day, but he made 
up his mind that on the first opportunity of their Society 
meeting he would ask them to join him in passing a very 
cordial vote of thanks to Mr. Standley for the ardous 
work which he performed so successfully during a mem- 
orable week. He would move that as a resolution. 

Mr. S. SmrrH seconded, and this was carried. 

Mr. STaNDLEY said he thanked Mr. Simpson very 
much for what he had said, but he was rather surprised 
that this matter was brought up at all, as there had been 
a little private correspondence and he did not wish it to 
be brought up. He would not say anything more be- 
cause if he were to express his views he might say more 
than he wished. While thanking them he should still 
stick to his determination. 

Tke CHAIRMAN said this placed them ina very serious 
position. Would any anyone volunteer to step into 
Mr. Standley’s shoes? A Society without a Secretary 
would be in a very bad way. 

Mr. A. S. AUGER said he was a long way from volun- 
teering to take the Secretaryship, but he wished to add 
his appreciation of their Secretary, who had worked 
admirably. They would all loyally support his successor. 
It occurred to him that they required a gentleman living 
ina central position so as to minimise travelling ex- 
penses. He should like to mention the name of one 
gentleman who would make an excellent Secretary, and 
suggest that Mr. Little be asked to take the position, 
though this might be putting it rather strong on Yar- 
mouth. 

Mr. Lirtve said he was afraid this was impossible. 

Mr. SMITH enquired if Mr. Standley would not retain 
his position until their next annual meting. 

Mr. STANDLEY said he did not wish to put the Society 
in any difficulty and for this reason would continue 
Secretary until February. 

Mr. Heatuey said they were all obliged to Mr. Stand- 
ley for this offer and they could better deal with the 
matter at the annual meeting. 


NOTES ON “QUITTOR.” 
By W. Surptey, F.R.C.V.S. 


Very few members of our Suciety know the time, 
worry, and anxiety that is spent on its welfare, or the 
difficulties that are met with in trying to carry on its 
work satisfactory. An appreciation of this by myself 
leads me to inflict on you the collection of a few notes 
on quittor. 

Of course we ali know about quittor ; how easy it is 
tocure, and what a simple matter it is, but how few 
of you will take a subject which is so simple and lay 
before your fellow men your views on the matter. 

_Icanassure you I only penned these notes with a 
view of promoting a discussion and to once again en- 
deavour to persuade our members to do something to 
keep up the interest in the Society. You may say notes 
like these will not attain that object ; well, I must claim 
your indulgence on the weakness of them, and at the 
same time ask you by your own efforts to show how 





weak they are, and to produce notes or a paper of 
interest. [am endeavouring to do the best | can at 
short notice. 

What is a Quittor ? Markham’s “Cavalrice,” date 1617, 
says: The quittor bone is a grissel growing under the 
hoof, it is of most dise ses the vildest and fullest of 
danger, yet the cure is first with arsenic or verdigrease, 
to cut away the flesh until yon see the bone and then 
cut it out and heal the sore : etc. 

De Grey, about the same period, prescribes the 
same treatment, and describes it as “a disease that 
cometh to a horse by some hurt he hath taken in the 
foct either by a prick with a nail in shoeing or by 
gravelling, by a stick or the like.” The treatment 
recommended is about the same—slough down to the 
bone and let it heal from the bottom. 

Bracken, 1752, says, “this cause is most commonly 
from gravel which has not been got out in time, but 
by working its way upwards it lodges about the coronet 
forming a quittor bone: it ulso proceeds from pricks, 
stabs, bruises, nails, and the like, which having been 
neglected show the farrier’s ignorance or owner’s fault 
in not applying in time.” 

The cure suggested—“ Burning several holes with hot 
iron and applying corrosive sublimate ; yet it requires 
a quick eye and sound judgment to tell when all the 
matter of the quittor bone is destroyed as well as to 
preserve that quarter of the hoof from being lost.” 

Bracken, in 1773, after describing the disease and 
simple treatment, says: “If the matter by its confine- 
ment has rotted the coffin bone which is so soft and 
spongy a nature that it soon becomes so, you must en- 
large the opening, cut away the rotten flesh and apply 
the actual cautery: ete. When the sore is not en- 
larged by the knife, which is the best and less painful 
method, pieces of sublimate are generally applied.” 

These, then, are some of the descriptions of quittor 
for the last 300 years, and these the treatments, and I 
will ask you to consider what progress we have made 
in the treatment of the disease. I would impress on 
you, however, that not one appreciates more than I the 
work of these excellent men—observers. Observation 
is the secret of success, in veterinary surgeons es- 
pecially. 

What is a quittor? Is it a fistulous wound in any 
part of the coronet caused by injuries, pricks, treads, ete, 

Is it not the operating of an organism—the Bacillus 
necrosis, on the cartilages and lowly organised tissues of 
the foot: and by whatever means it may be introduced 
the progress of the disease and treatment is about the 
same. 

How many of us have followed, and do follow, the 
treatment laid down by Markham and De Grey 300 
years ago? How many follow the advice of Bracken of 
130 years ago, when he says: “ When the sore is not 
enlarged by the knife which is the best and less pain- 
less method.” 

I want to give you particulars of some cases in which 
I have resorted to surgical treatment. From my ex- 
perience [ would say that immediately a quittor is 
observed we may surely say this disease is caused by 
the invasion of the Bacillus necrosis in the lateral carti- 
lage. The cartilage, lowly organised, is not able to repel 
the invasion, and slow but general disintegration 
occurs. 

Now, to combat this invasion certain treatment is laid 
down—-the injections of mild antiseptics. My objection 
to this is the difficulty of injecting thoroughly and effici- 
ently. 

Plugging the sinuses with corrosive sublimate and 
such powerful caustics, or the plunging cf the actual 
cautery into the sinuses, the whereabouts or directions 
of which we are absolutely ignorant. In these cases the 
result depends on what a friend of mine calls “ blunder- 
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ing luck.” They are certainly not the treatments of in- 
telligent and educated surgeons. ; 

During the last 15 years, as tbe result of observation 
and experience, I have come to the conclusion that the 
treatment of quittor is purely surgical, and I persistently 
follow my opinion: At any time that a quittor is ob- 
served an operation—of course, subject to the approval 
of my client, is desided upon. ; 

I should have been glad to have obtained a subject for 
operation to-day, but was unable to do so, but will en- 
deavour to describe as wellas I can. I say at once that 
I do not believe in any other treatment than the one | 
describe, and I say so the more positively that I feel 
sure you will dispute it. ; 

If possible, I so probe the wound as to discover the 
direction before casting. I then cast and chloroform the 
animal, and having thoroughly washed the hoof and skin 
of coronet, a good tourniquet having been applied, I 
have the wall of the hoof rasped fairly thin—not too 
much so—and the sole pared so that one can easily with 
a sharp knife divide the wall from the sole. I then make 
a section down the wall of the hoof well anterior and 
posterior to the local swelling and well ahead of the 
direction the sinus takes, and by means of blacksmith’s 
nippers strip the hoof from the sensitive wall. 

Pass the probe, and follow the direction of the sinus ; 
the finger can generally easily locate the end of the probe 
through the sensitive wall. Cut down on the end of the 
probe and explore. I say explore because one can often 
find the free edge of the diseased cartilage—a little flap 
of a green coloured cartilage, and even a piece of loose 
green cartilage at the bottom of the sinus, which, when 
freed, removes the cause—and the effect ceases. How- 
ever, we don’t often get that luck. There may be little 
to see. Follow then the direction of your sinus and lay 
it open, preferably in the direction of the laminz. Don’t 
bother A sno the coronary band ; slit it all through, then 
make a transverse section so you get a cruciform wound: 
dissect back your four quarters, and have a good look 
for the diseased tissue. You will certainly find a free 
edge of diseased cartilage of greater or lesser extent : 
this must be immediately dissected out, the sinus well 
curetted ; and don’t be afraid to take out enough car- 
tilage, remove the whole if you have any doubt. Be 
certain that you have removed all the diseased portions. 

1 then wash out with a 5 per cent. solution of carbolic 
acid or 1 in 1000 corrosive sublimate simply, of course, 
as antiseptic. I plug the wound with antiseptic wool 
and bandage up tightly for two, three, or even four days. 
One might imagine the pain and lamness would be most 
acute after this operation. I can assure you I have put 
down horses awfully lame, and even after this drastic 
operation they have been less lame. 

When I remove the bandage I dress the wound and 
search for any small pieces of diseased or injured tissue, 
which I remove. The foot is then bandaged again with- 
out the plug, as nearly as or gy that correct healing 
may take place. The bandaging should be kept on as 
— as possible in order to keep the quarters in appo- 
sition. 

Should your operation be complete, in very few cases 
will you have a failure. In one case in operating I 
— the pedal joint: this caused me considerable 
alarm, but by careful bandaging and the application of 
antiseptics, healing was complete, and the animal went 
to work. Unfortunately for him a short life. as within 
a short period he was drowned, so we could ‘Bot follow 
~ — - 

will relate a few cases and leave off worrving 

1906. Black horse, the property of local seat — 
lame from quittor—almost too lame to walk to infirmary. 
Operated on Jan. 29: in infirmary until Feb. sth: short- 
ly after went to work. This is an interesting ' 
fortunately he died on M way Saggy. 

y on March 8th, less than six weeks 





after the operation, from ruptured colon, so that I was 
able to secure the foot for future demonstration. 

1907. Bay cart mare belonging to local farmer. Oper- 
ated on Feb. Ist: left to go to work on the land Feb. 22. 

Black mare, the property of a farmer, had received 
De Courcy and Markham’s treatment by a veterinary 
surgeon for twelve months. Came in June 3rd: went 
to my marsh on June 20th: 17 days in stable: left for 
work in the hay field July 1st., completely cured. 

These are three cases I hurriedly picked out. 1 will 
refer to the case of the horse in which I opened the pedal 
joint. He so far recovered from quittor, but was a little 
lame, this I think from a certain amonnt of adhesion 
about the joint. He was unnerved ; and in one or two 
cases where we have had slight lameness after the disease 
has been cured we have performed neurectomy with 
great success. 

I dont think for one minute I have convinced you 
that the operation is the only cure, but I firmly believe 
it is the best and most economical advice we can give 
to our clients, and, mind you, the economy of our clients 
is our business of to-day. 

Give me your indulgence for my somewhat disjointed 
remarks. 1 should like to commend to you the notice 
in a Western America Theatre—‘“ Do not shoot the 
conductor, he does his best.” 


DIscussIoNn, 


The CHAIRMAN said they were very much obliged to 
Mr. Shipley for his excellent paper and he hoped there 
would be a good discussion upon it. Quittor was one 
of the most difficult things they had to deal with. . 

Mr. Heatury said he had performed practically the 
same operation described by Mr. Shipley in every case, 
with the exception that having thinned the wall of the 
quarter he did not carry his two vertical incisions down 
to the sole. Having probed the quarter he found how 
far it went, made transverse incisions across the hoof, 
lifted the horn half way up the quarter and stripped it 
exactly in the same way as Mr. Shipley. He did not 
wind cutting through the coronet at all. If he found 
the edge of the cartilage and he could cut it out he 
dissected the coronet right back, laid it well open so as 
to give a good tield for observation, and then cut out the 
diseased portion. After the first day he cast the horse 
again, and when the blood had been got rid of they could 
see much better what sort of operation they had made. 
He found this examination could be much better made 
with the horse down than when standing. He did not 
know if there was any advantage in stripping the hoof 
right away down to the bottom. He thought if they 
left a little sound horn on the ground surface they were 
better able to protect the wound than by going straight 
down to the sole. 

The Hon. SECRETARY said he had a case of a black 
horse and he mentioned it to Mr. Shipley who recom- 
mended this treatment. He had tried a number of old 
fashioned methods, plugging, firing and the hot iron, 
which absolutely did no good, but he performed this 
operation with the very best results, and in abouta 
month the horse went to work. Since then he had been 
perfectly sound. He cut away the coronary band and 
horn, and when he came to the cartilage he founda 
cheesy piece of diseased cartilage which he took out. 
After that there was no discharge from the wound, 
although previonsly it had been constantly discharging 
for the best part of three months. The theo made 4 
very good recovery and not much of a scar was left. 

Mr. A.S. AUGER said he was called to a case which be 
found quite honey-combed and the probe would go 12 
almost any direction one chose. It started just be 
tween the heel and the quarter and he had to goat it 
very boldly. He cut away one-third of the hoof and the 
horse had to be cast every time he attended, as it WS 
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sucha resolute animal. He cut away fearlessly at the 
hoof and found the tissues underneath were to a great 
extent like degenerated horn, very soft and little better 
than cream cheese. The horse made a very good re- 
covery and after six months treatment sold for 49 
guineas, so that it was a fair case of salvage. 

Mr. W. N. JuURGESEN said that they used to be warned 
not to cut too much away, but the lameness always con- 
tinued until they started stripping right down, when 
they got better results. He supposed that was because 
formerly they did not get down to the channels where the 
matter was formed, but when they stripped down to the 
sole they got to it and were able to afford relief. 


Mr. Surpuey having briefly replied on the discussion 
received a vote of thanks on the proposal of the Chair- 
man. 

Mr. E. Wricut proposed and Mr. Simpson seconded 
a vote of thanks passed to Mr. T.G. Heat ey for his 
post-mortem specimens. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman moved by Mr. A. 
S. Auger closed a very pleasant meeting. 





Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 





A quarterly meeting of Council was held at 10 Red 
Lion Square, London, W.C., on Friday afternoon, 
October iith, Sir John M‘Fadyean, LL.D., President, 
occupying the Chair. The following members of Coun- 
cil were present : Major-Gen. Thomson, C.B., Colonel 
Duck, C.B., Professors Dewar, McCall, Mettam, and 
Williams ; Messrs. Abson, Banham, Barrett, Bower, 
Burt, Carter, Garnett, Hunter, Locke, Mason, McI. Me- 
Call, McKinna, Shipley, Simpson, Stockman, Sumner, 
Trigger, Villar, Wharam, Wragg, Mr. G. Thatcher, 
(solicitor), and Mr. Fred Bullock (secretary). 

The Secretary having read the notice convening the 
meeting, the minutes of the last meeting of Council 
were taken as read and confirmed, after the correction of 
two slight inaccuracies. 

The SxcRETARY announced an apology for absence 
from Mr. J. Fraser. 

The Srcretary read the Obituary list. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

_The Secretary read letters received from the rela- 
tives of the late Messrs. Kettle, Clark, and Pallin, to 
who letters of condolence were ordered to be sent at 
the last meeting of Council, thanking the Council for 
their expression of sympathy. 

The Secretary read the following letter, dated 12th 
September, 1907, from the Assistant Secretary to the 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries :— ; 

‘Tam directed by the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries to advert to their letter of the 18th December 
last, and to transmit to you for the information of your 
Council, the enclosed advance copy of an Order which 
has been made by the Board entit'ed “ London (Notifi- 
cation of Glanders) Order 1907,” which cnter alia re- 
vokes the London (Notitication of Glanders) Order of 
1906 as from the Ist Jenuary next. The making of the 
new Order has been necessitated by the issue of the 
Glanders or Farcy Order of 1907, acopy of which is also 
enclosed.’ 

. The Prestpent : I take it that you will desire the 
»ecretary to acknowledge the receipt of this letter and 
to conv: y the thanks of the Council._-Agreed to. 

P lhe SECRETARY read a letter from Prof. Hobday re- 
‘igning his position as examiner in materia medica and 
therapeutics owing to business pressure. 





The SEcRETARY read the following letter from Mr. 
James F. Simpson :—“ Will you make a memorandum 
to remind me to bring forward a motion (it need not go 
on the agenda), 7e recent conviction of a veterinary sur- 
geon for cutting off the ear of a cow found afterwards to 
have been the subject of anthrax. It will be in the 
direction of petitioning the Board of Agriculture to 
amend the Anthrax Order.” 

Mr. Simpson : I did not desire that a formal resolu- 
tion should go upon the Agenda with reference to the 
subject that I want briefly to refer to ; but it occurred 
to me that every member of the Council would be desir- 
ous of having a matter of doubt cleared up. Every 
member of this Council, and, I venture to think, most of 
the members of the profession, have read with some 
regret thata member of our profession has been charged 
and convicted of an offence against an Order of the 
Board of Agriculture for cvtting off the ear of a cow, 
thereby shedding a certain amount of blood, that that 
has been held to be an infringement of the Order, and 
this unfortunate member of our profession has been con- 
victed. With the appeal which may be instituted on 
his particular behalf I have not so much to do, but what 
I desire is that in the future we shall take such steps as 
will guard the other members of the profession who may 
unintentionally be placed in the same position as this 
unfortunate member to which I have referred. To my 
mind the Board « f Agriculture never intended that that 
Order of theirs should bear the interpretation which has 
been placed upon it by a Bench of Magistrates, guided, 
I presume, by their Clerk ; and it is with a view of 
most respectfully approaching the Board of Agriculture 
to ascertain whether that is the case or not, whether it 
was their intention that it should bear the interpretation 
that has been placed upon it, that I have brought 
this matter forward. We might approach the Board of 
Agriculture, and ask them if it was their intention that 
the Order should be so interpreted, and if so that they 
will amend it in order that any member of the profess- 
ion called in to attend an animal may have the oppor- 
tunity of scientifically and properly conducting an exam- 
ination, such an examination as alone can convince him 
and those around him, the owners of the animal, that an 
animal found dead has been affected with anthrax. I 
do not wish to detain the Council at this early stage 
of the proceedings by making a long speech, but I would 
like to move that a small deputation, of which the Pre- 
sident should be one, should approach the Board of 
Agriculture and ask them if they will, in the interests 
of the profession, aye, and in the interests of the agricul- 
tural community, so amend their Order that it will be 
capable of bearing but one interpretation, the interpre- 
tation which the Board of Agriculture I believe at the 
nresent moment desire--that the qualified members of 
the veterinary profession should be able to conduct a 
scientific enquiry into the cause of death of a dead 
animal without the interference of the police. I will 
say no more because I do not desire to detain the Coun- 
cil, but I ask yon to accept my proposition, that a small 
deputation of three be appointed to wait upon the 
— of Agriculture for the purpose I have indi- 
cated. 

The PrEsIpENT: Will you allow me to say, gentle- 
men, that while Iam eutirely in sympathy with what 
Mr. Simpson has just said, I might throw out the sug- 
gestion that the purposes we have in view might be met 
by our passing a resolution and transmitting it to the 
Board instead of asking them to receive a deputation ¢ 
The Board has really been very indulgent to us in the 
past in receiving deputations, but naturally I think 
they will not like to be troubled with deputations where 
a letter might serve the same purpose. And, as Mr. 
Simpson has indicated, we have no reason to believe 
that in this matter the Board of Agriculture requires to 
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be converted. That is to say, I think we may assume 
that the Board of Agriculture really agrees with us 
—that it is not desirable to make it an offence fora 
member of the profession, called in to examine an animal 
that has died suddenly, to cut off an ear or commit such 
a trivial mutilation in order to obtain a drop of blood 
for microscopic examination. I entirely agree with 
what Mr. Simpson says, that we might represent that to 
interpret the Order in that way is opposed not only to 
the interests of the veterinary profession, which we place 
second in this instance, but opposed to the interests of 
the owners of animals and to the interests of the Local 
Authority. (Hear, he+r.) Would that meet your view 
Mr. Simpson 4 

Mr. Simpson : I accept with much pleasure your sug- 
gestion that a letter should be written to the Board of 
Agriculture by yourself and the Secretary. 

Mr. Locke: I second that. 

The Prestpent: It has been suggested to me that if 
the appeal is likely to be decided soon— 

Mr. Locke: On Monday next. 

The PrestpeNt: That this letter will of course be 
contingent upon the result of the appeal, that if the ap- 
peal is successful there is no need to write a letter. Is 
that so? 

Mr. Simpson : With all respect, sir, | would go fur- 
ther than that, because I want the wording of the Order 
to be so plain and clear that it is incapable of misiuter- 
pretation, and [ have good reason to believe the Board 
of Agriculture would see their way to alter the Order to 
the extent I suggested. 

The Prestpent: Humanly speaking, I believe it is 
ii possible to frame language regarding such a matter 
as that which is incapable of being interpreted in two 
ways ; and although | feel sure the Board is in sympathy 
with us [ doubt whether they can be induced to alter 
the phraseology of the Order if the appeal is successful. 
{ think that will be held to settle the matter—-that that 
is equivalent toa decision in favour of our contention. 

Mr. TricGer: Undoubtedly. 

Mr. Garnett: | would like to say with regard to 
this matter that perhaps another light might be thrown 
upon it—that the action of the police might have been 
justified when we come to consider that these animals 
had remained 48 hours without the police being in- 
formed that there was any suspicion of anthrax about 
at all. 

Mr. Simpson : I purposely avoided entering into the 
merits of the case. I want the Order to be clear and 
distinet in order that the members of the veterinary 
profession may have the opportunity, whether they are 
inspectors or not to a Local Authority, of satisfying 
themselves, and satisfying their clients, that an animal 
has not died, or has died from anthrax. 

The Prestpent: | think yon understand the sense 
of the letter which we think ought to be sent to the 
Board of Agriculture, in the words which have fallen 
from Mr. Simpson and myself. 

M i‘ LOCKE : [t will be delayed until after the decision. 

The PresIDENT: Yes, I take it that that is settled 

he resolution was then agreed to. 

Prof. WitttamMs: With your permission I should like 
to make a remark about this new Order ot the Board of 
Agriculture which says in Paragraph 4, “A V pe oe 
Surgeon employed to examine ans vied be prea 
or the carcase of any such ania = { ‘ . ne ee 
that the animal is diseased +“ 8 di ear iF snc 4 
died, or a iene Per oa — i 
speed, give notice of the fact a - a oe Sane 
ee ee om nspector of the Local 

y.” Members of the profession in London are 
expected to report without receiving any fee. | think 


protests have been made already, and the Board have 
not made any suggestion in this Order that the members 
of the veterinary profession should receive a fee 
porting. Medical men receive fees for reporting 


for re- 





Mr. Garnett: Perhaps 1 might be allowed to say 
that the question which Prof. Williams has raised has 
come before the Parliamentary Committee, in fact this 
Bill was considered by them, and we have an assurance 
from the London County Council that they will in their 
next Bill promote a Clause embodying a provision for 
the payment of a fee of half-a-crown to every member 
of the profession reporting a case of glanders in 
London. That is how the matter stands at the present 
tine. 

The PrestpENT: The Council probably recollects 
that this subjects was gone into very minutely during 
last year, and we have obtained assurances to the effect 
that Mr. Garnett has just stated. 


PRESENTATIONS TO THE LIBRARY. 


The SecRETARY announced that the following presen- 
tations had been made to the Library since the last 
meeting of Council :— 

Hemorrhagic Septicemia of Cattle and its Relation 
to Preventive Vaccination, by Capt. Baldrey ; Revue de 
Pathologie Comparée, June, 1907 ; Rijksinrichting Tot 
Kweeking van Koepotstof ; Agricultura] Experiment 
Station of the Louisiana State University and A. and 
M. College, by W. H. Dalrymple ; The Position and 
Prospects of Chemical Research in Great Britain, by 
Prof. R. Meldona, F.R S. (Presidential Address, Chemi- 
cal Society, March, 1907); The Importance of Meat 
and Dairy Inspection, by W. H. Dalrymple; Official 
Programme of the Third International Dairy Congress, 
Hague; The British and Colonial Druggist, Sept. ; 
The Rhodesian Agricultural Journal, June and Aug. ; 
The Journal of Comparative Pathology and Thera- 
peutics, Juné; The Journal of Tromeal Veterinary 
Science, July; The Journal of the Board of Agricul- 
ture, July, Aug., Sept.; bound copy of The Veterrnary 
Record, 1906-7; The Veterinary Journal, The Veterv- 
nary Record, and Veterinary News for the quarter; 
Leaflets from the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries. 

On the motion of Mr. Trigger, seconded by Mr. 
Abson, a vote of thanks was accorded to the respective 
donors. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Mason read the report of a meeting of the Finance 
Committee held on the 11th October, which stated that 
Mr. A. W. Mason was unanimously appointed Chair 
man for the present year. The Treasurer submitted 
his quarterly financial statement, and it was resolved 
that in future the accounts be laid on the table for the 
inspection of members half-an-hour before the con- 
mencement of the meeting, that it be an instruction to 
the local Secretaries of the Boards of Examiners that 
the accounts of the Christmas examinations be sent in 
not later than the last day of December, the accounts of 
the May examinations not later than the end of May, 
and the accounts of the July examinations not later than 
the end of July. The Treasurer’s statement as sub- 
mitted was approved, and he was authorised to draw 
cheques to the amount of £107 1s. 5d., and for monthly 
salaries, auditors fee (FitzWygram award) and petty 
cash. On the motion of Mr. Garnett, seconded by Mr. 
McKinna, it was resolved that the Council be recom- 
mended to instruct the Finance Committee to consider 
the question of the salaries paid to local secretaries, an 
to report. On the proposition of Prof. Williams, 
seconded by Mr. Trigger, it was resolved that in future 
the appointment of local secretaries to the Boards of 
Examiners be advertised from year to year. <A report 
of the Sub-Committee appointed to consider examiners 
fee was received and approved. It was resolved that 
the salary of Mr. Waller (Clerk) be increased to £70 
per annum as from the Ist Oct., 1907. It was resolved 
that the Secretary be authorised to accept the tender of 
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Mr. G. Barker for painting and distempering at the Col- 
lege at a cost of £3 5s. 

On the motion of Mr. Mason, seconded by Prof. 
Williams, the report was received and adopted. 


REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 


The SECRETARY read the report of a meeting of the 
Registration Committee, held on October 10th, which 
stated that the Solicitor reported that a member who 
had been convicted for fraud and imprisoned was in 
attendance. Letters of recommendation were read in 
favour of the defendant, and ‘after full consideration it 
was agreed that the defendant be called in and severely 
censured, and that he be informed that the Committee 
adjourned the case for 12 months, and their final decision 
would depend upon the receipt of evidence at that date 
as to his good conduct in the interval. The member 
was called in, and reprimanded in these terms by the 
President. He expressed his contrition for his past con- 
duct, his thanks to the Committee for their leniency, 
and his determination so to conduct himself in future 
as to merit the retaining of his name on the Register. 

A letter dated 10th July, 1907, was received from the 
Secretary of the R.S.P.C.A. in reply to the Council’s 
letter ordered to be sent at a previous meeting. The 
Secretary was instructed to reply that this Committee 
regrets that the letter from the R.S.P.C.A. was not of a 
more satisfactory character. 

A letter dated 4th October, 1407, was read dealing 
with the action of Inspectors of the R.S.P.C.A., and the 
Secretary was instructed to state in reply what action 
had been taken by the Committee. 

A letter dated 23rd August, 1907, was read from the 
Privy Council enclosing an order by their lordships dated 
the 16th August, 1907, dismissing the appeal of Mr. J. B. 
Gresswell against the action of the College in removing 
his name from the Register. It was, however, reported 
that Mr. Gresswell still continued to advertise, and it 
was resolved that the Solicitor be instructed to institute 
proceedings if the notice displayed was not removed 
within a fortnight. 

The Solicitor reported the results of several other 
cases, in some of which convictions had been obtained 
and fines imposed, and in others undertakings had been 
given or the offence been discontinued. Certain actions 
were ordered to be taken in cohfnection with various 
other cases. 

Information was laid before the Committee showing 
that a member was advertising by means of a circular 
issued by an Insurance Company, and it was resolved 
(a) that the Secretary be instructed to ask for an under 
taking to discontinue the offence. (4) That in the opin- 
ion of this Committee advertisements by veterinary sur- 
geons to the effect that they are skilled to perform 
operations of a special nature amount to unprofessional 
conduct, even when the advertisement is iuserted in the 

rofessional journals. (c) That the giving of testimonials 
yy the members of the R.C.V.S. in favour of practi- 
tioners stated to have special skill in certain veterinary 
operations is undesirable in view of the fact that such 
testimonials appear to be used for the purposes of adver- 
tisement. 

It was resolved that in another case an undertaking 
be obtained to discontinue the use of the letters “V.S.” 
in the advertisements. 

Applications were received rfom William Grinton, 
G. W. Chater, T. J. Batty, and another person for res- 
toration to the Register, and it was resolved that the 
names of William Grinton and G. W. Chater be restored 
to the Register, that the name of T. J. Batty be restored 
after due completion of the form of declaration, and that 
the other person be informed that his name could not 
be restored until the fee of £1 had been furnished. 

On the motion of Mr. ABson, seconded by Mr. Mason, 
the report was received and adopted ; and on the motion 





of Mr. Simpson, seconded by Mr. Mason, the authority 
of the Council was given for the prosecution of the per- 
sons mentioned in the Report. 

EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 

The Secretary read the report of a meeting of the 
Examination Comunittee, held on October 10th, which 
stated that the reports of the delegates on the written 
and oral examinations he!d in July were read, and on the 
proposition of Sir Joln M’Fadyean, seconded by Mr. 
Villar, it was resolved that the questions raised in the 
delegates’ reports be referred to a Sub-committee con 
sisting of Gen. Thomson, Mr. Mulvey, Mr. Simpson and 
Mr. Villar to report to the Committee at its next meet- 
ing. The reports of the Chairmen of the Board of 
Examiners in the various classes were read, and the 
questions raised with regard to the supply of specimens 
were referred to the Special Committee above named. 
The Secretary reported the receipt of a medical certificate 
on behalf of Mr. Christopher, who was unable to sit for 
the examination in Class A in July, and it was resolved 
that Mr. Christopher be permitted to take the examina- 
tion in December without the payment of any further 
fee. In connection with the application of the Univers- 
ity of London for the recognition of the Junior School 
Examination as a qualifying examination for veterinary 
students, a letter from the General Medical Council 
dated the 25th September, 1907, was read and considered. 
The Secretary was instructed to obtain further informa- 
tion with regard to the standard of the examination and 
to report to the next meeting of the Committee. A let- 
ter was received, dated August 16th, 1907, from Mr. 
L. EK. McKenzie, a student at a veterinary school in 
Berlin, asking whether any part of the examination of 
the R.C.V.S. would be excused him in view of his work 
in Berlin. The reply of the Secretary stating that no 
diminution in the time to be spent at one of the British 
Colleges could be made on account of any courses taken 
out at other schools, was duly approved. A letter dated 
16th July, 1907, was read from the Educational Institute 
of Scotland, stating that in future the certificates issued 
to veterinary candidates would be the same as those 
given to medical candidates. The Educational Certifi- 
cates numbered 837 to 847 were examined and approved. 
The Secretary read a report on the award of the Jubilee 
Memorial and Bursary Prize in October, 1904, which was 
duly approved. 

EXAMINATION SuB-CoMMITTEE, 

The Secretary read the report of a meeting of the 
xamination Sub-Committee held on October 10th, 
which stated that the question of the fees paid to the 
examiners for the Membership examination was duly 
considered, and it was resolved (1) that this sub-com 
mittee recommend that in the present state of the Col- 
lege’s finance no alteration in the scale of fees be made 
during the tenure of the oftice of the present Board of 
Examiners, but that the whole question be carefully 
cousidered before the re-appointment of the Examining 
joard. (2) That this Sub-committee is of opinion that 
in the meantime each examiner should be guaranteed a 
tixed minimum sum per day far his services at each cen- 
tre of examination. 

The Presipent: The Minutes, | may say, are not in 
accordance with my recollection, and I think I moved 
the resolution myself. It was “In the meantime the 
Sub-committee express approval of the principle.” The 
other two members agree with me. If we had made 
such a recommendation as this we should nave fixed the 
sum. It is merely subsidiary to the first resolution. We 
recommend that nothing be done, but when anything is 
done we recommend that the alterations should be made 
subject to this principle. 

The report was amended to read as follows: “That 
this Sub-committee desires to place on record its approval 
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of the principle that each examiner should be guaranteed 
a fixed minimum sum per day for his services at each 
centre of examination.” 

On the motion of Mr. Simpson, seconded by Mr. As- 
son, the report as amended was received and adopted. 


PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE. 


Mr. GaRNeTT read the report of a meeting of the 
Parliamentary Committee held on October 10th, which 
stated that Mr. F. W. Garnett was unanimously ap- 
pointed Chairman for the present year. 

Glanders Order. The Secretary read a letter from 
the Board of Agriculture, dated 12th September, 1907, 
enclosing a copy of the London (Notification of Glanders) 
Order, 1907. 

The CHAIRMAN read the following report. Of the 11 
Public Bills containing clauses affecting the veter- 
inary profession which were before Parliament during 
the last session, but two have become law—The Public 
Health (Regulations as to Food) Bill, and the Public 
Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907. The latter was in- 
troduced by a private member, and contained (clause 5) 
important milk regulations which would have affected 
the veterinary profession very considerably. The Bill 
was of such importance that the Government adopted 
it, and in order to pass the measure the contentious 
clause 5 was dropped, so that the great fight on this im- 
portant question has still tocome. The Public Health 
(Regulations as to Food) Bill is a most important one, 
and the wide powers which it confers on the Local 
Government Board with regard to all foods will place 
in their hands unlimited power with regard to the in- 
spection of animals and milk intended for food. The 
petition which was presented by the Council of the 
R.C.V.S. against these wide powers being conferred 
was of no effect, and the Bill was passed as it was 
originally drafted with the addition of section 2, which 
provides that the Rules Publication Act 1893 applies to 
all regulations made under this Act. Regulations which 
the Local Government Board may make under this Act 
will have to be carefully considered by the R.C.V.S., 
and it will be necessary to procure a copy of the Rules 
Publication Act 1893 in order that we may be in a 
— to take immediate action on any regulations 

eing drafted affecting the veterinary profession. The 
powers this Bill confers upon the Local Government 
Board make it more essential than ever that there should 
be a qualified veterinary surgery upon the permanent 
staff of that Department. 

Of the four private Bills which did not contain the 
amended form of Milk clauses, one was withdrawn 
altogether and the other three agreed to Lord Onslow’s 
amendments but declined to give a definition clause of 
“Veterinary Surgeon.” Of these three, two withdrew 
the Milk clauses altogether, so that only one of them is 

in the amended form. The ineffectiveness of our control 
over the various Bills presented before Parliament bas 
again made itself very evident, and I am afraid it cannot 
be remedied without very considerable expense to the 
oo Bill The draf 

raft Bi e draft Veterinary Surgeons Ac 
Amendment Bill 1907 as nei a by sno eet 
mittee ve Annual Registration Fee, was considered and 
recommended to the Council for approval. 

Parliamentary Bills. The Secretary was instructed 
to continue the contract for the delivery of Public and 
Private Bills during the ensuing Session of Parliament 

Mr. Garnett : With your permission I think it would 
be well if we took, together with these minutes. the 
minutes of the Special Committee 7e Annual Registra- 
tion fee, 

The PRESIDENT: It will be obvious to the Couneil 
that that is really necessary. To adopt the proceedings 
of the Parliamentary Committee would be to commit 





ourselves blindfold to the findings of the Committee re 
Annual Registration Fee. 


CoMMITTEE ve ANNUAL REGISTRATION FEE. 


Mr. GARNETT read the report of a meeting of the 
Committee appointed on the 5th July, 1907, to consider 
the advisability of taking the opinion of the profession 
on the question of an annual registration fee, which was 
held on the 15th July. The report stated that Gen. 
Thomson read a draft of a proposed circular, and, after 
discussion, Sir John M’Fadyean proposed, Mr. Mason 
seconded, and it was resolved, “That in the opinion of 
this Committee it is desirable that the income of the 
College should be increased by the imposition of an 
annual registration fee payable by each member of the 
College on the register.” It was also resolved that the 
annual registration fee be fixed at a guinea per annum. 
It was resolved that the feeling of the profession on the 
matter be ascertained by means of a circular to be issued 
to every member. It was resolved that the drafting of 
the circular be left in the hands of the Chairman of the 
Committee (Mr. Garnett), following the lines of the 
circular submitted by Gen. Thomson, and the further 
suggestions made by the President, the draft to be for- 
warded to each member of the Committee for approval ; 
and it was resolved that an adjourned meeting of the 
Committee should be called to meet at Yarmouth, after 
the Council meeting of the National Veterinary Associa- 
tion, on the 23rd July, 1907. 

At a meeting of the Committee 7¢ Annual Registra- 
tion Fee, held at Yarmouth on July 23rd, 1907, it was 
resolved that Mr. W. J. Mulvey be asked to act as a 
member of the Committee. The draft circular was con- 
sidered, and, after amendment, was appreved. The 
Secretary was instructed to issue a circular to every 
— on the Register, the postage of the reply to be 
yre- paid. 

; A meeting of the Committee re Annual Registration 
J was held on 18th September, Mr. Garnett in the 
chair. 

Replies to Circular.—The Secretary reported that the 
votes up to date in reply to the circular issued were 
as follows: 

Foran Annual Registration Fee of a guinea 1130 


For an Annual Registration Fee of 10/6 40 
Conditional votes 16 
1186 

Against 353 


Total 1539 

Draft Bill.—It was resolved that, in view of the 
favourable character of the replies to the circular and 
the probability that the Council may decide to promul- 
gate a new Act amending the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 
the Commitee do now proceed to consider the terms in 
which the amendments are to be drafted. The Com- 
mittee then proceeded to consider a draft Bill submitted 
by Mr. Garnett, and it was resolved that in the opinion 
of this Committee the following are the extended powers 
which the Council should seek in a new Act: 

(1) Amendment of Section 17 (Act 1881) legalising 
the position of existing practitioners and bringing them 
under the control of the R.C.V.S. 

(2) Extending the powers of the R.C.V.S. with regard 
to quackery. 

(3) Prevention of practice by Companies. 

(4) Imposition of an Annual Registration Fee of a 
guinea. 

(5) Power to publish the name of any member struck 
offthe Register for an offence under Section 6, Act 1881. 

(6) Power to make bye-laws to carry out the enact- 
ments. 

The Solicitor was requested to prepare a draft Bill on 
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the lines suggested, and to submit it to the President 
in time for copies to be sent to each member of the 
Committee. 

It was decided that a further meeting of the Commit- 
tee be called at a suitable hour on the Thursday or Fri- 
day preceding the meeting of the Council to be held in 
October. 

Ata meeting of the Committee re Annual Registra- 
tion Fee held at 10 Red Lion Square, on the 10th 
October, the Secretary reported that the number of 
votes recorded up to date were as follows : 

In favour 1234. 
Against 376. 
In favour of 10/6 55. 

The Secretary reported that he had received copies of 
resolutions in favour of the proposal to obtain a new 
Veterinary Surgeons Act, including the Clause imposing 
an annual registration fee, from eleven Veterinary 
Medical Associations in the United Kingdom, that one 
Association had expressed itself in favour of the pro- 
posal, but required further and more definite informa- 
tion, and that in one other case a resolution had been 
passed to the effect that, until further details were sub- 
initted, the Association would not vote in favour of the 
proposal. 

A draft Bill, appended, entitled “‘ Veterinary Surgeons 
Act (1881) Amendment Bill, 1907,” drawn up by the 
Solicitor in consultation with the standing Counsel was 
considered, and it was resolved (a) That the following 
addition be made to the preamble :—‘ And whereas it is 
desirable that persons registered as existing practitioners 
shall be entitled to style themselves veterinary surgeons.” 
(6) That in Section 2 after the words “shall be” the 
following words be inserted : “entitled to style them- 
selves veterinary surgeons and shall be.” (c) ‘That para- 
graph 6 be deleted. (d) That the draft Bill as amended 
be approved and submitted to the Council. 

The appended Draft Bill is as follows :— 


VETERINARY SURGEONS ACT (1881) 
AMENDMENT BILL (1907). 


WHEREAS doubts have arisen whether persons 
registered as existing Practitioners under Section 15 of 
the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881, are subject to the 
Jurisdiction of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
as conferred on them by that Act in respect of persons 
on the Register of Veterinary Surgeons. 

AND WHEREAS it is desirable that persons regis- 
tered as existing practitioners shall be entitled to style 
themselves veterinary surgeons. 

AND WHEREAS the profession of Veterinary Sur- 

geons is not protected from unqualitied persons prac- 
tising as such under the cover of registration under the 
Joint Stock Companies Acts. 
_ AND WHEREAS it is desirable to provide further 
funds for the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons to 
carry out the duties imposed on it by statute and Char- 
ters BE IT THEREFORE ENACTED by the King’s 
Most Excellent Majesty and by and with the advice and 
consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Com- 
mons in this present Parliament assembled and by the 
Authority of the same as follows. 

1. This Act shall be supplemental to and read with 
the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881 (hereinafter called 
the Principal Act) and the Veterinary Surgeons Amend- 
ment Act 1900, and may be cited as the Veterinary Sur- 
geons Act (1881) Amendment Act 1907, and shall come 
into operation on the Ist day of January, 1909. 

2. From and after the commencement of this Act all 
persons duly registered as existing Practitioners in 
oneness with Section 15 of the Principal Act, and 
Sail, hames are on the Register kept for that purpose 
— oe entitled to style themselves veterinary surgeons, 

nd shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the Royal Col- 








lege of Veterinary Surgeons in all respects and in like 
manner as if they were members of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons and shall be liable in like man- 
ner to have their names removed from the Register of 
Existing Practitioners by the Council of the said Col- 
lege, and shall in like manner be bound by any bye-laws 
already made, and which may hereafter be duly made 
defining what amounts to conduct disgraceful in a pro- 
fessional respect within the meaning of Section 6 of the 
Principal Act. 

3. (1) The Registrar shall in each year on the Ist day 
of January, or on a date to be fixed by the Council, send 
to each member of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons whose name appears on the Register for the time 
being at the address therein specified, or to any other 
address of which written notice shall have been given 
by such member to the Registrar, and also to all those 
who subsequent to the publication of such Register shall 
have become entitled to be registered as members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons a notice requiring 
the payment of a fee of One guinea, which fee must be 
paid to the Registrar of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons on or before the 30th day of January in each 
year. The Registrar shall cause the names of the mem- 
bers who have paid the fee of One guinea to be printed 
in the Register to be published in accordance with Sec- 
tion 3 of the Principal Act at a date subsequent to the 
31st day of January in each year a copy of such Register 
to be posted to each member whose name and address 
appear on such Register free of all cost together with a 
receipt for such annual fee. 

(2) Any member of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons who shall not have paid such annual fee for 
the time being within the time limited for the purpose 
shall cease to be on the Register of Veterinary Surgeons 
and shall be liable to the penalties and be under the 
disabilities declared in and by Section 4 of this Act. 

(3) The omission of any name from such Register 
shall be prima facie evidence of the non-payment of the 
fee, subject to the production of the Registrar’s 
receipt. 

(4) This Section shall not apply to Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons who do not prac- 
tise in the United Kingdom or to Existing Practi- 
tioners. 

4. (1) Section 17 of the Principal Act is hereby re- 
pealed except as regards offences under it committed 
within the period of six months prior to the commence- 
ment of this Act. 

(2) If after the commencement of this Act any person 
other than a person who, for the time being, is on the 
Register of Veterinary Surgeons and who has paid the 
annual registration fee for the time being, or who at the 
time of the passing of the Principal Act held the Veteri- 
nary Certificate of the Highland and Agricultural 
Society of Scotland or who has been registered as an 
Existing Practitioner under Section 15 of the Principal 
Act takes or uses the title of Veterinary Surgeon or 
Veterinary Practitioner, or any name title addition or 
description stating or implying that he is a Veterinary 
Surgeon or a Practitioner of Veterinary Surgery or 
Medicine or both or of any branch thereof, or is spec- 
ially qualified to practise the same or who acts for fee 
or reward as a Veterinary Surgeon in any branch of the 
Science or Art of Veterinary Surgery or Medicine shall 
be liable to a fine not exceeding twenty pounds. 

(3) From and after the same day a person other than 
as in this Section mentioned shall not be entitled to 
recover in any Court any fee or charge for performing 
any Veterinary operation, or for giving any Veterinary 
attendance or advice or for acting in any manner as a 
Veterinary Surgeon or Veterinary Practitioner, or for 
practising in any case Veterinary Surgery or any branch 
thereof. 

5. Anything which would be an offence under the 
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Veterinary Surgeons Acts, if committed by an individ- 
ual, shall be an offence if committed by a Company. 

Mr. Garnett: In proposing that the Minutes of the 
Parliamentary Committee and the Special Committee to 
consider the Annual Registration Fee be received, I 
think it will be necessary for me to enter into a little 
explanation. In the first place, it will be remembered 
that the instructions of Council to the Committee re 
Annual Registration Fee were that they were to test the 
feeling of the profession with regard to the imposition 
of an annual registration fee to be imposed by the Col- 
lege They followed out your instructions. They issued 
a circular, and they considered that the replies were so 
favourable to the imposition of a fee of one guinea that, 
on the grounds of expediency, they felt themselves com- 
pelled to proceed to prepare a Bill in accordance with the 
wish expressed by the profession. In so far as they have 
considered a Bill, they have exceeded the powers dele- 
gated to them by this Council. But may I point ont to 
you from the report of the last meeting of Council that 
the expressions of opinion that were then practically 
unanimous were these—that if the profession was favour- 
able to the imposition of an annual registration fee we 
should proceed to procure, if possible, a new Bill. Now 
it is the spirit of the last Council meeting that the Com- 
mittee have been trying to follow out. On the grounds 
of expediency, I would point out to you that it is neces- 
sary that any Bill which has to be considered in the 
coming session of Parliament must be duly advertised in 
the London Gazette and deposited before the*24th of 
November next. It will be manifestly hurried and un- 
fair to consider a Bill of this importance in the short 
time passing between the confirmation of the minutes 
of that special Committee and the confirmation of these 
minutes at this Council to-day. Therefore I trust you 
will think that the Committee have erred, if erred at all, 
on the rigat side in preparing this Bill for your consider- 
ation to-day. I may say that the Bill has been very 
carefully considered. We have had the assistance of our 
Solicitor and of our standing counsel, Mr. Morton Smith, 
and the Bill bas been before the Parliamentary Commit- 
tee as well, one of the largest Committees of this Council, 
and practically adopted unanimously. The provisions 
which that Bill contains are absolutely necessary to be 
obtained by Act of Parliament. I think I may indicate 
to you that it is the intention of the Committee, if they 
have to proceed with the work, that, assuming this Bill 
becomes law, they will recommend to the Council at 
some future date that they proceed to obtain a Royal 
Charter containing other provisions with which itis not 
necessary to overburden an Act of Parliament, and 
which may be obtained by easier means than by an Act 
of Parliament. Contained in such a Charter would be 
questions no doubt of great importance, questions such 
as another degree, a degree of Veterinary Public Health, 
increased powers for the Registration Committee, and 
such matters as only affect the individual members of the 

profession. The provisions which are contained in the 
Bill are provisions which affect, more or less, persons 
outside the veterinary profession, and also an atmend- 
ment ot the Act of 1881. I do not know that I need say 
any more. No doubt many of you gentlemen may sug- 
gest various measures that might be included in this 
Bill. I should just like to refer to one which has been 
agitating the profession for many years, and that is 
exemption from serving on juries. I am sure we all feel 
this is a very desirable object, and that we should be 
laced on the same ground as the medical profession. 

Vith those sentiments I entirely agree; but I would 

point out to you that we have been advised that. if we 

instituted such a Clause in our present Bill, it would be 

fatal to the whole Bill. | eo mention that in the 

- Jury Act which was before Parliament (it was a 

xOve Tri ; 

oe era aS an Tae tens, ho wa 
€ hoyal College, saw the Solicitor 





General on the point. In that Act veterinary surgeons 
were exempted from service on Juries, but owing to un- 
fortunate circumstances—I believe it was a dissolution 
of Parliament—the Bill was lost. 

Mr. TricGER: That is not quite correct. 

Mr. Garnett: Then you can correct me—but the 
Solicitor General assured Mr. Trigger that it would be 
fatal to the veterinary profession to proceed by itself for 
exeinption on juries, and that we must wait until a 
general Act was passed in which, I have not the slightest 
doubt, we will obtain the concession we require. I prp- 
pose that the report of the two Committees be received 
(Cheers.) 

jen. THomson: I have much pleasure in seconding 
the reception of this report. I wish to say one or two 
words for perhaps the enlightenment of some of the 
Council who may not have heard very distinctly the 
point that was put forward as to the registered practi- 
tioners calling themselves veterinary surgeons and the 
probable effect that would have. The object of the 
Committee in making this suggestion, that the registered 
practitioners should be allowed to call themselves veter- 
inary surgeons, is really giving them no more than they 
already possess. They can call themselves veterinary 
surgeons as it is, and we cannot stop them in any way 
whatever, but by making the concession public in an Act 
of Parliament like this, that we permit them to call 
the mselves veterinary surgeons, we at the same time 
place certain restrictions upon them which they probably 
may accept without opposition, and those restrictions 
are that they shall place themselves under the discipline 
of this College in the same way as members of the 
R.C.V.S. do at the present time. That was the object 
of introducing this concession and also this disciplinary 
clause. With the two together I think it is possible that 
that Clause of the Bill will pass. If we put in one with- 
ont the other, that is to say if we put in the disciplinary 
portion without the concession, we should have immense 
opposition ; and these men I may tell you have a cer- 
tain amount of influence also, and opposition of that 
kind is what we wish to avoid. Therefore, I think you 
will perhaps see your way to accept that. I second the 
reception of the report. 

Mr. Carter: I take it that they have no power tu 
vote ? (“No.”) Existing practitioners have always been 
entitled to call themselves veterinary surgeons. 

The PrestpEnt : The Solicitor will explain that point 

The Soxticrror: The result of the action of the Privy 
Council in Cook’s case was a very peculiar one, and it 
really meant that our Act of 1881 contained a contradic- 
tion in itself. In the first place, it detined what the 
Register of Veterinary Surgeons was in Section 3, and it 
was there stated that it consisted of members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. Section 1), 
which allowed these men the right of practising, said 
that they were to be placed on a separate Register to be 
entitled the Register of Existing Practitioners. Then we 
go on to Section 17, which contains this Clause, that no 
one who is not on the Register of Veterinary Surgeons 
or holds the Highland and Agricultural Certificate shall 
be entitled to style himself a veterinary surgeon. [t was 
obviously a contradiction to the whole intention of the 
Act that existing practitioners should be excluded, be- 
cause not only were they to be vested with the penalty, 
but, to show tlie inconsistency of the Act, these very 
men, who by Section 15, were to have all the privileges o! 
veterinary surgeons, yet if they were not on the Register 
of Veterinary Surgeons itself were deprived by Sub- 
section 2 of Section 17 of the right of obtaining payment 
for their services. It was an obvious inconsistency 10 


the Act. Itis one of the provisions of this Bill that 
that inconsistency, as well as the other inconsistency, 
should be put an end to, and that it should be put clearly 
on record that these men are entitled to call themselves 
veterinary surgeons. 


There need be no fear that they 
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will obtain the privileges of being members of this Col- 
lege, becanse that is expressly provided for in Section 15, 
Sub-section 4, of the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act of 1881. 
}entlemen, this Bill has been brought forward in this 
way, and we intend to do this. We intend to go to the 
Privy Council and to say, “ This Act was a Government 
measure ; it was introduced under your auspices ; yon 
are responsible for it, and you have landed us in this 
difficulty. We ask you to do your best to assist us out 
of the difficulty in which you have placed us.” ‘I think 
if that is put befcre them in a temperate, dispassionate 
way that we shall receive their assistance, and that we 
shall then have the great advantage of this Act being 
brought forward as a Government measure ; that is to 
say, it will have the whole moral support of the majority 
of the House of Commons behind its back, and it will 
take precedence of all private Bills. That is the inten- 
tion of the Committee, and I have no doubt you will 
endorse that view of the case. 

Mr. Triccer: I think it is very interesting, and very 
satisfactory too, to know of the overwhelming vote in 
favour of an annual registration fee of one guinea ; but 
I think Iam correct in saying (I have not the actual 
figures before me) that that vote conld be very much 
augmented ; that you could practically reduce the ad- 
verse votes very largely, because I believe a great many 
of the adverse votes came from gentlemen practising 
outside the United Kingdom, and there is no intention 
whatever to charge a registration fee to such gentlemen 
| believe I am correct in that statement, that a great 
number, or some proportion, of the 376 votes against 
came from members abroad. Is not that so? 

The PresmpeNtT: Not very many—twenty-five. 

Mr. Trigger: Twenty-five, at all events. Apart from 
that, there is a large majority in favour of the imposition 
of the registration fee, and it is very satisfactory to see 
that the votes in favour of a less registration fee than 
21s. are practically nil. I really rose to correct the state- 
ment Mr. Garnett made. The statement he made was 
right in substance, but not in fact. The Bill that was 
lost by a very small majority, in which veterinary sur- 
geons were exempted from serving on juries, was far 
anterior to the date that he referred to when I was 
President. When I was President there was a resolution 
passed that the Solicitor and myself should see the At- 
torney General and lay before him our claims to exemp- 
tion from serving on juries Legal gentlemen say very 
little which will commit them, but I think Mr. Thatcher 
will bear me out that the then Attorney General to!d us 

_ that we had no chance of getting exemption until the 
Jury List was revised by Parliament ; when it was 
revised by Parliament the then Attorney General did 
give us to understand he wonld not oppose ovr claims. 
Chat was my recollection of the incident, and 1 think it 
was quite sufficient that we should have had our claims 
favourably considered. They will not revise the Jury 
List in Parlisment simply for the sake of the veterinary 
profession 

Prof. WitttaMs: I rise to propose an amendment to 
this draft Veterinary Surgeons Bill. I prepose that 
section 3, instead of reading “A notice requiring the 
piyment of a fee of one guinea,” should read “A rotice 
requiring the payment of a fee not exceeding one guinea.” 
Che amendment is the insertion of the two words “not 
exceeding” and the elimination of the word “of.” I 
do this with all respect to the 1234 members who have 
voted for the guinea, because the time may arrive when 
this Council will have a superabundance of money 
(laughter) and may wish to modify this annual charge. 
But if it be worded as it is at present we will be bound 

to pay a guinea every year and we cannot lower the fee. 

he time may come, it is quite possible, when we have 
ample means, and we can make a reduction in the charge 
and receive, say, £1,500 a year instead of £3,000. Ido 


not for one moment expect that this Council will rednce 








the fee from one guinea for a number of years; but 
another reason why I make the suggestion is that I am 
quite certain the movement will receive far more 
sympathy than it has done (and it has received a great 
deal) from the members of the profession who have not 
voted, or who have voted against it, if they think there 
is an opportunity of it being some day or other reduced. 
[ would further point ont that, in a Charter we obtained 
in 1892, arrangements were made for an increase in the 
charge for examination fees, and it distinctly said, “Now, 
in view of the increased expense of holding examinations 
of candidates for membership consequent on the pro- 
gress and extent of veterinary knowledge, it appears to 
us expedient to authorise an increase in such fees, and 
that the examination fees be fixed at a maximum of 
twenty guineas.” Prior to that we had a maximum of 
thirteen guineas ; prior te that we had a maximum of 
ten guineas; but it was a maximum, showing that if we 
were in a position at any time to reduce the examination 
fees we were quite entitled to do so. I may say we never 
did. I do not suppose we shall reduce the guinea, but | 
think it onght to be left open that it can be done if 
necessary. I beg to move that amendment. 

The PrestpENT: For the information of the Conncil, 
[ think I ought to say that this question was thrashed 
out at considerable length before the Parliamentary 
Committee yesterday afternoon, that Prof. Williams 
moved the precise resolution which he has now moved in 
Conncil, and that he failed to find a seconder. If any- 
one will second the proposition now we will vote upon it. 

Mr. BanHAM: I shall have very much pleasure in 
seconding it. I see no objection to it at all, in fact there 
is a great advantage in having it, so that we can rednee 
this fee should we ever feel so disposed. 

The Prestpent: The proposal has been moved and 
seconded ; and I will myseif take the opportunity of 
using an argument which I employed against it in the 
Committee meeting last night ; and that is this, that 
whatever sum we might obtain from an annual fee of 
one guinea it would probably always be open to certain 
members of the profession to espouse the opinion that it 
was far too much, that it was considerably in excess of 
our needs. There would thus be established a standing 
bone of contention in the profession, and at every 
annual election there would, no doubt, be found some- 
body who would stand as a candidate pledged to have 
the annual fee reduced to half-a-crown. (Hear, hear.) 
I must say it does not appear to me that any of Prof. 
Williams’ arguments have been strong, because he him- 
self went so far as to say that he doubted whether we 
would ever reduce the fee below the guinea, even if we 
had the power. Yesterday afternoon when he spoke | 
think he said that, from his experience lately, he had 
the impression that a great many members of the pro 
fession would be in favour of an annnal registration fee 
provided it was smaller ; but I may point ont that the 
ballot of the profession lends no support to that con- 
tention. There were altogether only fifty-five members 
of the profession who expressed themselves in favour of 
a ten shillings or a half-a-guinea fee. 

Prof. WirtttAMs: May I say a word of explanation ? 
I think the reason why only fifty-five members sug- 
gested half-a-guinea, was because the majority of mem- 
bers understood that they had to vote for a guinea or 
nothing. 

The Prestpent: I think one would be quite right in 
maintaining that the three hundred odd gentlemen who 
voted against the guinea were opposed to an annual 
registration fee of any amount. 

Prof. Dewar: Before the motion is put to the meet 
ing I would like to say a word or two. IT must say that 
[ am not altogether in favour of this amendment of the 
Veterinary Surgeons Act of 1881 as it i drafted. | 
think the penalty that is attached 

The PrestpeNtT: May I ask, Prof. Dewar, whether 
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you are going to speak to Prof. Williams’ amendment ? 
If your objection refers to another point I will dispose 
of this amendment first, and then call on you to speak. 

Prof. Dewar: Very well. 

Prof. Williams’ motion was then put and lost, 6 voting 
for, and 16 against. 

Mr. Locke: Before you discuss the question, I should 
like to ask the Solicitor a question. If this Bill is pre- 
sented to Parliament in its present form, and the Govern- 
ment thought fit to reject any of these Clauses, should 
we be in a position to offer an amendment, an amended 

Yause? Is it to bea guinea or no guinea? That is 
the point. 

The PRESIDENT : That is for the Council todecide. I 
take it that if the Council resolves in favour of a fee of 
one guinea, as suggested by these two Committees, that 
we should not accept an amendment. 

Mr. Locke: I am not referring exactly to that. The 
Committee say that this is the only way of raising a sum 
of money to suit the requirements of the College. If 
that Clause is throw out—- 

The Presipent: I will call upon you afterwards. 
Prof. Dewar wishes to make some remarks. 

Prof. Dewar: I wish to say that I cannot agree with 
the harsh and arbitrary provision which I certainly con- 
sider is included in this amendment of the Veterinary 
Surgeons’ Act, that those members who fail to pay 
this guinea within a month of the notice being sent 
to them shall have their names scored off the Register. 

The Prestpent: That is not in the Bill. 

Prof. Dewar: Does it not mean that they shall be 
taken off? 

The PRESIDENT : Oh yes. 

Prof. Dewar : We may assume from the Bill that 
that is the intention of this Council ? 

The Presipent : If they do not pay within the pre- 
scribed period their names go off. 

Prof. Dewar: Yes, and I think that is a harsh, un- 
just, and arbitrary proceeding—that members of the 
profession who have passed their examinations, who were 
amenable to the bye-laws and regulations in force when 
they joined the profession, it may be fifty years ago, 
who may be hardly able to pay the guinea and may fail 
to do so, should be struck off. I think that is a most 
unjust proceeding. [am not at all against the annual 
fee, although, like Prof. Williams, I think it is quite 
possible that a less amount than a guinea might have 
been settled. With regard to the wording of the circu- 
lar, | certainly am under the impression that I had to 
answer “ Yes” or “ No” ; there was no provision where- 
by I might suggest a smaller fee, or whereby I might 
suggest some other way by which the money might be 
raised to augment the funds of the Royal College. [ 
do think that the provisions are rather harsh. In con- 
nection with this, | must say I was rather amused at 
the ingenious manner in which our Solicitor proposed 
approaching the Privy Council, and getting the Govern- 

ment as it were to father the anvndment of the Veteri- 
nary Surgeons’ Act, seeing as he says, that the Veteri- 
nary Surgeons’ Act was a Government measure, that 
they had muddled it, so to speak, and made it incon- 
sistent with itself, and we proposed to get this in- 
consistency removed; but he kept it under his coat 
tails all the time that our chief motive was to get this 
annual guinea registration fee. (Laughter). I am alto- 
gether against the proposition which has been brought 
forward in this Act to touch these registered practi- 
tioners at all. It is put clearly I think in the Veterinary 
Surgeons Act. It says in Sub-section 4 of Section 15, 
‘No person registered under this Section shall be 
deemed to be a member of the said Royal College within 
the said Charters or this Act.” It is our Charters and 
Act that give us power to make our bye-laws, and I do 
not think that we should do anything ‘to put these men 
in a better position. It is a generation ago since they 





were put on the Register, or pretty nearly ; certainly it 
is 25 years. We may take it for granted that those men 
had to be five years in practice before they were put on 
the Register, so that it would be nearly thirty years. 
How many are left to-day? (“400.”) If we wait for 
five or ten years there will not bea single one left. I 
would wash my hands of them; I would have nothing 
more to do with them. 

Mr. Mason: You are not in practice. 

Prof. Dewar: I have had to make my living by prac- 
tice all my life. 

The PrestpENT : There is no practice in Scotland ! It 
will not support aquack. (Laughter). 

Prof. Dewar: It does not support many. I do not 
think I need say anything further, but I did not wish 
this motion to be passed here without giving expression 
to my views. 

Mr. Garnett: I think, with your permission, sir, I 
should like at this stage to reply to Prof. Dewar. 

The PrestpENT: Perhaps you would not mind wait- 
ing till I ask whether there are any other objections to 
the Reports of the Committees, and then I will call upon 
you to reply. 

If nobody else wishes to make any adverse criticisms 
of the Committees’ Reports I will call on Mr. Garnett to 
reply ; I think it would be the desire of the Council that 
he should be afforded that opportunity. 

Mr. Garnett: I will take Prof. Dewar’s first argu- 
ment about striking off the Register. He thinks that it 
would be a great hardship if a man’s name is omitted 
from the Register for not paying his guinea annual regis- 
tration fee. Well, at the present time his name may be 
omitted from the Register for a far less offence than 
that. He may change his address and it automatically 
drops off; and that man has no power to sue for his 
fees, to vote at annual meetings, and has no privileges 
of the R.C.V.S. The offence of not paying a guinea 
annual registration fee is no greater than the offence of 
not instructing the Registrar that he has changed his 
address. It is no argument against this question at all 
in my opinion. With regard to registered practitioners, 
here again he says he would not take the slightest notice 
of the registered practitioners. We are not conferring 
in this Act any privilege on the registered practitioner, 
but we are bringing him in under the control of the 
R.C.V.S., a control that we have never had up to the 
present time, and which has only been brought to our 
knowledge through the recent decision of the Privy 
Council. It was the decision of the Privy Council which 
opened our eyes to the fact that the registered practi- 
tioner did not come within the bye-laws of the R.C.V.S 
It has never been disputed till last year that a registered 
practitioner was outside our bye-laws. Now we sud- 
denly find that we cannot get at him atall. He can 
advertise, he can form himself into a Company and 
advertise, he can do anything and we cannot touch him, 
unless we get amended powers to control him — Even 
though there are only half a dozen left on the Register, 
I say in the interests of the veterinary profession it is 
necessary that we should get those powers to bring him 
under our control and make him amenable to our bye- 
laws, the same as we made amenable in 1900 the holdeis 
of the Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland’s 
Veterinary Certificate. I think that is all I need say. 

The PREsIDENT: I propose to take a vote on the 
question, and I[ think it would be undesirable that we 
should vote for both reports at once. It seems to me 
the natural procedure to ask the Council to adopt the 
report of the Special Committee in tle first place. 

Mr. GARNETT: I beg to move the adoption of the 
_— of the Special Committee xe Annual Registration 
“ee. 


Mr. McKinna : [ beg to second that, and I should 


like to say in doing so that in adopting this the members 
will only be paying really 16s. 6d. per annum, because it 
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is proposed to give them a copy of the Register, which 
will ensure a greater interest being taken in the profess- 
ion, and each member will see that his name is properly 
registered. 

The motion for the adopti n of the report was then 
put and carried, 22 voting for, : nd two against. 

On the motion of Mr. Garnett, seconded by Mr. Trig- 
ger, the report of the Parliamentary Committee was then 
adopted. 

Col. Duck: If I am not too late, I should like to «sk 
will registered practitioners have the honour of paying 
this annual registration feet (“ No, no.”) 

The PrestipENT: Asa matter of fact we do not pro- 
pose to alter one iota what has been the past practice 
with regard to the registered practitioners. We only 
want to make the law relating to them a little clearer 
than it appears to be—I will not say to make it incapa- 
ble of being interpreted in two ways. 


LIBRARY AND Museum CoMMITTEE. 


Prof. Merram read the report of a meeting of the 
Library and Museum Committee held on the 10th 
October, which stated that Prof. Metta was appointed 
Chairman for the present year. 

Museum Specimens.—The Chairman undertook to 
make enquiries as to the best method of carrying into 
effect the resolution passed by the Committee at its pre- 
vious meeting, and to report at the next meeting. 

Library.—-The question of the care and circulation of 
books in the Library was duly considered, and it was 
resolved—“ That the Committee are unable to formulate 
a scheme for the circulation of books in the Library 
until they can see their way to appoint a proper 
Librarian.” 

On the motion of Prof. Mettam, seconded by Mr. 
Abson, the report was adopted. 


FirzWyGram Prize AWARD. 


The Secretary read the report of the Auditor as ful- 
lows :—“I have compared the list of students who are 
entitled to compete for the prizes under the bequest of 
the late Sir F. FitzWygram for the year ending July 
31st, 1907, with the books and registers of the R.—.V.S., 
and I hereby certify that, in accordance therewith, the 
winners of the prizes are as follows, and that they are 
entitled to the amounts set against their respective 
names :— 

Ist Prize, H.T. Hughes, 827 £37 19s. 1d. 
2nd _,, C. Hartley, Jun. 730 £22 15s. 5d. 

Amount of income of Fund £60 14s. 6d. Richard 
Warner, auditor. 

Mr. Apson: I move that the report be received and 
adopted. 

Mr. Simpson : I second that. 

Mr. Wrage : Will you give me sanction to pay these 
amounts ? 

The Presipent: I take it that this would be held as 
sanction to pay these amounts. 

Prof. WILLIAMS : May I suggest that there be added 
the names of the Colleges at which the men graduated ? 

The SecreTrary: They are both graduates of the 
Royal Veterinary College, London. 

The report was then received and adopted. 


Wattey Memorrat Prize EXAMINATION. 


. The Presipent: This was put on the agenda in the 
opes that the report from the examiners might have been 
received, but it has not yet been received. The examina- 
tion was held last Saturday. 


ELEctIon or EXAMINER IN MATERIA Mepica, Ciass C. 
The Prestpent: I want to point out to the Council 


ah in consequence of Mr. Hobday’s resignation, since 
€ agenda was printed there are two vacancies in the 





Examinerships in this subject ; and I would like to ask 
the Solicitor to advise us as to whether it is within our 
power, while having advertised one appointment as 
vacant, to fill up both. 

The Solicitor then consulted with the President. 

The PRESIDENT: There appears to be nothing in the 
Bye-law relating to the change of examiners which 
would prevent us from filling up both appointments, 
and it would of course be a matter of considerable con- 
venience to do so now. 

It was announced that the following gentlemen had 
made application for the appointment :— 

W. C. Patrick, F.R.C.V.S., Mullingar. 

James Peddie, F.R.C.V.S., Dundee. 

Andrew Spreull, F.R.C.V.S., Dundee. 

J.McLauchlan Young, F.R.C.V.S., F.RS.E., F.Z.S., 
Aberdeen. 

A ballot was then taken for the two vacancies, with 
the following result :— 

Peddie 18. Spreull 12. 
Young 13. Patrick 8. 

The PrestpENT: I declare that Mr. Peddie has becn 
elected to one of the examinerships, but as only Mr. 
Peddie has a clear majority of those present at the 
Council meeting it will be necessary to take a second 
vote with regard to the other vacancy. 

A second ballot was then taken, and resulted as 
follows :— 

Spreull 13. 
Young 12. 

The PRESIDENT: I declare Mr. Spreull elected to the 
second Examinership. 

Dr. Mcl. McCay: Isthatlegal? Last time 13 voted 
for Mr. Young and you declared that he was not elected. 
This time 13 vote for Mr. Spreull and he is declared 
elected. 

Prof. Wrtu1AMs : It is not a majority either. 

The Prestpent: [am in the hands of the Council. 

Prof. Wiiu1AMs: I ask that the question be put to 
the Solicitor. 

The PRESIDENT : It is better, I think, to be perfectly 
clear on the point ; and, although it takes a little time, 
we will vote again for those two names only. 

A third ballot was taken, and resulted as follows :— 

Young 14. Spreull 13. 

The Presrpent: I declare Mr. Young elected. 

Prof. Merram: How many members of Council were 
present 4 

The PRESIDENT: It does not matter how many are 
present this time ; it is the majority of those voting, 
otherwise by refraining from voting you could prevent 
anybody being elected. 


Patrick 1. 


DatTE oF FELLOWSHIP EXAMINATION. 


On the motion of Prof. Mettam, seconded by Mr. 
Simpson, it was decided that the Fellowship Exawmina- 
tion should be held in London, on Saturday, Dec. 
7th, 1907. 

APPOINTMENT OF SECRETARIES OF BOARD OF 
EXAMINERS IN SCOTLAND, LIVERPOOL, AND DUBLIN. 


On the motion of Prof. Mettam, seconded by Mr. 
Abson, the Seeretaries of the several centres were re- 
elected for one year on the present terms. 


JUBILEE MEMORIAL AND BuRSARY PRIZE AWARD, 1905, 


The SEcRETARY read his report as follows :—The Ex- 
amination was held in London on Thursday and Friday, 
October 27th and 28th, 1904. Two candidates entered 
for the competition, one of whom did not present him- 
self for examination. H. E. Cross, a cvdieaie of the 
New Edinburgh College obtained the Bursary, his marks 
being 349 out of 500, and he elected to study at the 
Veterinary School of Alfort, Paris. The examiners were 
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Messrs. J. Bartlett (College of Preceptors), J. S. Lioyd, 
Major T. Marriott, W. H. Bloye, and W. Hunting. The 
report was adopted at the Quarterly meeting of Council 
held in January 1905. The student proceeded to the 
Alfort Veterinary College in October, 1905. A letter 
from Mr. Cross was received at the Quarterly meeting 
of Council held in January 1906 with regard to the length 
of the course of study, and the Committee directed the 
Secretary to inform Mr. Cross that they agreed with him 
in regard to the Sessional year of nine months. The 
following payments were made :— 
November 18th, 1905 £25. 





January 11th, 1906 £25. 
March 13th, 1906 £25. 
£75. 


In July 1906 the Finance Committee considered an 
application from Mr. Cross for reimbursement of bis 
expenses amounting to £15 for going to Paris when the 
College was clo-ed. They recommended that a more 
detailed account be at once furnished, and that a full 
report of his experiences be sent in for consideration. 
At the October meeting, 1906, the Finance Committee 
recommended that the request for the payment of £15 
be not acceded to, and that the report of his experience 
at Alfort be referred to the Examination Committee. 

Prof. WitttaMs: [ have not read the report by the 
student ; would it be worth while having it published ? 

Mr. SuMNER: No. 

The Prestpent : The report, | am informed, was be- 
fore the Examination Committee long ago. This isa 
belated report which was asked for at the last meeting 
of Council. 

On the motion of Mr. Mason, seconded by Prof. 
Williams, the report was received and adopted. 

OTHER BUSINEss. 

The Prestpent: Perhaps somebody will move that 
the Seals of the College be affixed to the documents re- 
lating to the transfer of the Williams Memorial Fund 
and FitzWygram Prize Fund, 

Mr. GARNETT: I propose that the Seal of the College 
be applied to those three documents. 

Mr. Mason : I second that. 

The Soticrror : Two of them relate to the Williams 
Meworial Trust and the other to the FitzWygram Prize. 

The motion was put and carried. 

Mr. Garnett: | should have proposed at the last 
meeting of the Parliamentary Committee that the 
Special Committee be continued with power to act with 
regard to this Bill which the College is promulgating. I 
therefore propose that the Special Committee be con- 
tinued in office. 

Mr. Apson : I beg to second that. 

Mr. TrigGer: Would you allow me to point out that 
I think we should get the Counci: to confirm the ad- 
dition of Mr. Mulvey to that Committee ? 

The PrestpENT : I take it by the adoption of the re- 
port that is confirmed. Mr. Mulvey, by a curious over- 
sight, was omitted from this Special Committee last time 
but the Committee took it upon themselves to ask that 
he should give it the benefit of his advice and attend- 
ance. I take itthat is in accordance with the wishes of 
the Council. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. GARNETT’s motion was then put and carried. 


Motion sy Mr. Vizar. 


Mr. Vittar: With your permission I will at once 
proceed to read my resolution. It is as follows :—“That 
the Council consider the advisability of approaching the 
Board of Agriculture with a view to scheduling clinical 
tuberculosis under the Diseases of Animals Act.” I do 
not propose at this period of the day to inflict upon you 
a long speech, but I will proceed in a few moments to 
suggest that the consideration ©! my resolution be re- 





ferred to a Committee. Meanwhile I would ask you to 
support this resolution. By supporting it this afternoon 
I feel certain that you will, so to speak, put machinery 
in motion, and set wheels to work which will be produc- 
tive of far-reaching and beneficial results, not only to 
our profession, but to the British agriculturist, and par- 
‘adlaale to that Department of it, the dairy farmer. 
That the matter is one of urgency is shown by the pass- 
ing of an act on the 28th August last, which has been 
alluded to by the Chairman of our Parliamentary Com- 
mittee. That Act is known as the Public Health (Regu- 
lations as to Food) Act, 1907. It isa very short one. It 
comprises only a few paragraphs, but it confers extra- 
ordinary powers upon the Local Government Board. 
They are allowed and permitted, amongst other things, 
to make regulations under the Public Health Act of 
1906, to make further regulations authorising measures 
to be taken for the prevention of danger from the im- 
portation, preparation and distribution of articles of food 
or drink, other than drugs or water, intended for hnman 
consumption.” Iam advised by a member of the legal 
profession that that clause has such a wide scope that it 
could be made to include the dairy cow, the milk animal, 
as a producer of human food. Whilst the Royal Com- 
mission on Tuberculosis is sitting, and in the presence 
of one of the Royal Commisioners, I feel very diffident 
in suggesting what department of our legislature should 
deal with the question of tuberculin testing or tubercu- 
losis as affecting the human being ; but I am quite con- 
tident of this—and that you will support me in the as- 
sumption, that the only department which can properly 
deal with animals clinically affected with tuberculosis is 
the Board of Agriculture, in whose officers we have every 
confidence, as opposed to the officers of other depart- 
ments, some members of which, or persons acting under 
their authority, have gone so far as to suggest that all 
milk cows which react to the tuberculin test ought to be 
slaughtered. What confidence can the dairy farmer have 
in persons who make such absurd suggestions as that ! 
With these few words I will ask you to allow the con- 
sideration of this matter to be relegated to the Parlia- 
mentary Committee. I am not a member of that Com- 
mittee. I say it with regret. I know their hands are 
full. We have heard this afternoon what a lot of work 
they have undertaken, but the importance of this matter 
is my excuse for asking them to undertake more. 

Mr. Triccer: I second that. I think it is very desir- 
able step that we should refer the matter to the Parlia- 
mentary Committee. The time is fully ripe for the con- 
sideration of this questien, and I venture to think that 
the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
are a very fit and proper body to consider it. 

The PresipENT: The resolution I understand is that 
it be referred to the Parliamentary and General Purposes 
Committee to consider the advisability of approaching 
the Board of Agriculture with a view to inducing the 
Board to schedule clinical tuberculosis under the Diseases 
of Animals Act, the Committee to report to this Council. 

The resolution was put and carried. 

Prof. Metram: May [ suggest that Mr. Villar be 
added to the Parliamentary Committee ? 

Mr. Suvpson : I am afraid we could not do what Prot. 
Mettam suggests, but he may be quite sure that the 
Parliamentary Committee will invite Mr. Villar to be 
present and help it. , 

The Presipent : For the purpose of discussing this 
business, Mr. Villar will be invited to attend the meet- 
ing of the Parliamentary Committee. I understand that 
a member of Council desires to propose someone as a0 
Honorary or Foreign Associate. There is a_bye-law 


with regard to the proposal and election of such assocl- 
ates, to the effect that the names of persons proposed 
for election as Honorary Associates of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons shall, previous to being brought 
before the Council, be submitted to a Sub-Committee 
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elected for that purpose. We have have not any Com- 
mittee elected for that purpose, and it will be necessary 
to appoint one. 

Mr. TricGer: Are we in order in doing so now ¢ 

The Prestpent: Yes, I think so. 

Mr. Simpson: | think it would be advisable before 
anybody is nominated that gentlemen serving on that 
Committee should be those who are well acquainted 
with the qualifications of gentlemen residing abroad. If 
I may nominate one, I would say the President. 

A Committee consisting of the President, Professors 
Dewar and Mettam, and Messrs. Banham and Stock- 
man was thea appointed. 

On the motion of Mr. Abson, seconded by Mr. Trigger, 
a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the President 
for his conduct in the chair, which the President briefly 
acknowledged, and the meeting termi: ated. 


The Knutsford Anthrax Prosecution. 
CONVICTION QUASHED AT QUARTER SESSIONS, 


At the Cheshire Quarter Sessions on Monday, Oct. 14, 
Sir Horatio Lloyd, Kt., presiding, the appeal was heard 
—Mr. John Norbury, M.R.C.V.S., Knutsford, against 
a conviction of the local magistrates under the Anthrax 
Order of 1899. Mr. Trevor Lloyd appeared for the res- 
pondent, Superintendent John O’Kell, and Mr. W. Free- 
man Barrett, and Mr. Colt-Williams, instructed by Mr. 
A. Newman, of Manchester, for the appellant. 

In opening the case, Mr. Trevor Lloyd stated that 
Mr. Norbury was convicted on September 5th of an 
offence under the Anthrax Order of 1899. The order of 
the Board of Agriculture was dated January 17th, 1899, 
and provided for stringent regulations to be taken 
against persons who offended. The section of the order 
under which Mr. Norbury was convicted was section 7, 
sub-sections 2 and 3, which read as follows: “ A carcase 
of a diseased, or snspected, animal shall not be destroyed 
or buried otherwise than by the Local Authority, or be 
removed from the farm or premises upon which the ani- 
mal died: r was slaughtered except for the purpose of 
being buried or destroyed by the Local Authority. Be- 
fore a carease is removed for burial or destruction under 
this article, all the natural openings thereof shall be 
effectually plugged with tow or some suitable material 
saturated in a strong solution of carbolic acid or other 
suitable disinfectant. In no case shall the skin of a car- 
case be cnt nor shall anything be done to cause the 
effusion of blood, except by or under the supervision of 
the Veterinary Inspector, and so far as may be necessary 
for the pnrpose of microscopical examination.” Under 
the Board of Agriculture there was of course a proper 
officer appointed for the purpose of giving instructions 
with reference to the bleeding of an animal, and no un- 
authorised person, be he a veterinary surgeon or not, had 
any right to cut the animal. Mr. Norbury was called in 
by Mr. Clarkson, a farmer, on Ang. 7, and Mr. Norbury, 
it appeared clear from the evidence. was of the opinion 
that the cow’s death was due to anthrax, as he did what 
was ordinarily done in such cases. ‘To make sure he 
removed the ear for the puapose of a microscopical ex- 
amination, and as he desired a confirmatory opinion he 
— the ear toa Manchester veterinary surgeon. He 
_ ue right at all todo that, and, of course, if he said 
ae Was igsorant of the law it could not be accepted as 
tian ed . hen he got the confirmatory opinion from 
aiaad sap " Zepesten the matter to the Police, and 
that the “ew ; m7 Ratcliffe a certificate at once so 
ened he. : hou Fe be left about. The Sergeant 
mans call i be could not accept his certificate as he 

1 the properly appointed man. Accordingly, 


the \ eterinary Inspector of the district visited the farm 
At that time—he did not say at the time 


with him. 





Mr. Norbury saw it—blood was oozing from the natural 
upenings, and therefore a great amount of mischief might 
have been done. On the carcase there were numerous 
flies which were calculated to spread the disease, and 
the officers were frightened that the flies would alight 
upon them. Mr. Lloyd then called attention to Section 
17 of the Anthrax Order, which stated that where the 
owner or person in charge of an animal was charged with 
an offence against the Act of 1894, relative to Anthrax, 
he should be presumed to have known of the existence 
of that disease, unless and until he showed to the satis- 
action of the Court, that he had not knowledge thereof 
and could not with reasonable diligence have obtained 
that knowledge. That referred to a person who owned it 
or under whose charge the animal was. The onus was 
thus placed on what he might call an ignorant person to 
prove he did not know of the existence of anthrax. So 
it was obvious that in the case of a veterinary surgeon— 
one skilled in these matters—he must be presumed also 
to know that the cow had suffered from anthrax. With 
Mr Norbury the owner of the animal was summoned, 
but, after hearing the case, and he having produced some 
pamphlets, the instructions on which he had carried out, 
the Justices dismissed the case against him, but convicted 
Mr. Norbury, who the f rmer called in to advise him. 

It might be urged that this was a hard case upon a 
professional man and that it should go out to the public 
that he did not know his duty. Bunt the Act was 
framed with the object of the greatest possible care 
being taken in these matters, and one must not think of 
the reputation of one professional gentleman when the 
public safety was at stake. Anthrax was a terrible 
disease and invariably fatal in 48 hours. The bacilli 
soon spread, and the flies which settled on the carcase 
were instrumental in carrying the disease not only to 
other stock but even to human beings ; and therefore 
they saw the recessity for stringent laws, and the Jus- 
tices administered those laws irrespective of private 
feelings. 

Sergeant Ratcliffe stated that on August 8th, at about 
three in the afternoon, Mr. Norbury informed him that 
a cow was lying dead in Mr. Clarkson’s field, and that 
the cause of death was anthrax, but to make sure he cut 
off the ear and sent it to a Manchester veterinary sur- 
geon, ard he had sent him word saying that it was 
anthrax. He offered to give witness a certificate to that 
effect, saying that he could get on with the work as he 
knew what delay meantin these cases. Witness replied : 
“No, I cannot act upon a certificate from yon. I shall 
have to call in our own veterinary inspector.” Witness 
then called in their own veterinary inspector, Mr. James 
Marshall, and together they visited Clarkson’s premises. 
The dead cow was lying under a hedge. The left ear 
had been removed and blood was oozing from the part 
that had heen cut. Blood and matter was also oozing 
from all the natural openings. There were all the out- 
ward signs of the cow having succumbed to anthrax. 
In the vicinity of the blood there were thousands of 
flies, and as they were disturbed they flew about. The 
carcase was cremated on the following day. 

He next saw Mr. Norbury on August 25th, when he 
informed him that proceedings were being taken against 
him for having cut the skin of the animal. He also re- 
marked to him that there were one or two questions he 
would like to put to him. Witness then said to him 
“You told me when you cut the ear it was anthrax.” 
Mr. Norbury’s reply was “ Well, [ was not sure,” to 
which the sergeant made answer “ You must have sus- 
pected anthrax, for is it not usnal todo so when you 
suspect anthrax?” Mr. Norbu:y’s rejoinder was “ Well, 
it 1s, but it is not now the time to talk about it.” 

Cross-examined.-—Mr. Barrett: Did you advise the 
police to institute the extraordinary proceedings against 
this professional man ?—I did not advise, | reported the 
particulars, 
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You did not go further than that ?—No. 

I am afraid there is a good deal of feeling between Mr. 
Marshall and Mr. Norbury. in regard to this matter /— 
I do not think so. Mr. Marshall had said that he hoped 
Mr. Norbury would not be prosecuted for fear it might 
be attributed to feeling between them. 

Was Mr. Marshall annoyed because Mr. Norbury had 
ventured to give youa certificate !— No. 

I snppose you appreciate the fact that Mr. Norbury is 
a member of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
—a member of a learned profession ?—Yes, sir. 

And as such I suggest entitled to practice his profess- 
ion ¢— Certainly. 

Upon what leaflet issued by the Board of Agriculture 
was this prosecution founded !—It was not upon any 
leaflet. It was upon the Anthrax Order. 

Had you in your possession t the time leaflet No. 28, 
Sept., 1905 ?—July, 1900. 

That is worse still. Is that the latest leaflet you have 
in your possession from the Board of Agriculture? You 
have not seen a later one (Ye, I have ; I saw one the 
day of the police court trial. 

Yes, I know, when it was produced by the solicitor 
for the defence ?— Yes. 

Do you now know that the leaflet of 1900 upon which 
pamphlet these proceedings were based was recalled, and 
that there was one in 1905, and that that had been re- 
called, and that the leaflet now used by the Board of 
Agriculture was dated June 1906 ?—1 believe so. 

Paragraph 8 in one of the old leaflets which had been 
recalled set forth that : “ Whenever an animal dies from 
some tinaccountable cause the fact should be reported 
to the local authority, and in the meantime all the 
natural openings should be effectually plugged with hay 
or tow saturated with carbolic acid, to prevent the oozing 
of blood therefrom ”?—Yes, sir. 

There is a great difficulty in recognising the disease. 
I suppose you have no doubt what the animal was suffer- 

ing from ?—None at all. 

You are not a veterinary surgeon !—No, sir 

Mr. Marshall had a great donbt. He required to 
— a microscopical examination ?—His duties oblige 
lim. 

You knew all about it I suppose without the aid of 
the microscope ‘—I suspected it at once. 

You have had no training in anthrax ?—Not except 
as a policeman. 

You had been told by the appellant that it was 
anthrax ‘—Apart from that I wonld have known. 

Of course—you are a policeman. The leaflet clearly 
states, “that one of the greatest of the ditliculties which 
present themselves in dealing with this disease is that 
the symptoms during life are not such as to lead a 
person who is unacquainted with anthrax to suspect 
the presence of the disease.” That vasthe point. The 
leatlet was issued by the Board of Agriculture to 
advise owners of cattle that in every case of sudden or 
unaccountable death they should await skilled opinion 
before disposing of the carcase. This was advice sub- 
sequent to that contained in the pamphlet that the 
owner should first communicate with the local authority 
Mr. Norbury was a veterinary surgeon, and he was a 
right person to give a skilled opinion. 

Sergt. Ratcliffe: He is not the right one in this case 

Mr. Barrett : He is a person qualified to give skilled 
opinion ?— He might be. f 

Why ?--Because he had to send it away to Man- 
chester. 
_ He is a Member of the Royal College and one skilled 
in the knowledge of anthrax, and, therefore, the owner 
of the cow did right in accordance with instrnet; 
dev Heath ok Gidieiitine ¢. Ee 4 Instructions of 
md “ gricuiture /—That is if he did not sus- 


| am sorry you are evading ihe question. The term 





“suspicion” is not mentioned in the Board of Agricul- 


ture’s latest leaflet. In every case of sudden and un- 
accountable death the farmer was to get skilled opinien 
before the disposal of the carcase, and Mr. Norbury 
would be the skilled opinion ?—Yes, sir. 

Is Mr. Norbury to inspect the cow without determin- 
ing the disease ? Is he to be amere dummy in advising 
his client 2 Was he justified in ascertaining !—1 do not 
think so under the circumstances. I think he ought to 
have advised Clarkson to report to the police. 

Now about the delay. Do you complain of delay in 
this case ?—-Yes, sir. 

Mr. Norbury was not consulted before 7 o’clock on 
Angust 7th. I think he knew before. 

Did Mr. Norbury tell you at three the following day ? 
—-Yes, 

He made a microscopical examination, sent it to 
Manchester, got his opinion verified, and informed you 
within 20 hours. You visited the carcase with Mr. 
Marshall. Did he do precisely as Mr. Norbury did ?— 
Yes: he cut the other ear. 

Did Mr. Marshall take some hours to determine what 
is sometimes a difficult question ?—-He handed me the 
certificate the same night, or three and a half hours 
after examination. 

Did you bury the animal the same night ?—We had 
to cremate it. 

We have heard a great deal of infection and of flies, 
and there is no reason why the animal should not have 
been cremated immediately !—It had to be got ready. 

Apart altogether from the regulations of the Board 
of Agriculture, you do not suggest Mr. Norbury oid any- 
thing that was improper ?—I do. 

I do not think you quite nnderstand me. Supposing 
the regulations were not in existence did Mr. Norbury 
do anything improper ?--No. 

You do not think he had any intention other than 
advising his client —No, sir. 

Do you know why the ear was ent off?—I suppose it 
is the most convenient part. 

Therefore Mr. Norbury did the most convenient and 
proper thing ?— I do not say he did the proper thing. 

Do you really mean to suggest any quantity of blood 
escaped at all from the ear?—There was not so much 
from the ear. - 

Do you know that veterinary surgeons are advised to 
cut off the ear because practically little blood escapes ! 
--[ believe so. 

After death you can sever any part of the ear without 
ary blood escaping, and I suppose in this case there 
would not be more than two or more spots ?—There 
were more. 

Will you swear there were six drops !—I cannot swear 
anything, but there mnst have been more that. 

Were there twelve drops—but I wii! not press: you 
are not a veterinary surgeon. You do not suggest there 
was anything very extraordinary in the presence o! 
flies ?—I do, 

What in August ! a hot afternoon /—Yezg, sir. 

Would there not have been as many flies if this poor 
brute had died from lightning or heat apoplexy ?—There 
might have been. 

Yon do not suggest that blood oozing from the mouth 
and the other natural openings is in the least indicative 
of anthrax ?--I do. 

You get the same condition in half-a-dozen other cases. 
Can you mention me one condition ?—-I cannot. 

The Board of Agriculture advised that upon the 
local authority receiving information of the existence °! 
supposed existence of anthrax they should forthwith 
ascertain the correctness of the information with the 
assistance and advice of a veterinary inspector or 0! * 
veterinary practitioner. Mr. Norbury is a veterinety 
mig 





practitioner and therefore the local authority 
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in their discretion have called in Mr. Norbury ?---No, sir. 

The Chairman: A veterinary practitioner must be 
qualified to be an inspector. 

Mr. Barrett: Mr. Norbury has the highest possible 
qualifications. There is no doubt about that. 

Mr. Trevor Lloyd: He is qualitied but not appointed. 

Mr. Barrett (to the Sergeant) : You could have madea 
choice of veterinary surgeons. 

Witness : My instructions are- 

Never mind your instructions. Mr. Norbury has the 
highest qualifications and might have been an inspector. 
In the absence of instructions you, as the representative 
of the local authority, could have called in Mr. Norbury?! 
—I could not without instructions. 

Supposing you had called him in he could have done 
nothing with a view to determining the disease ?-- Well, 
[ do not think he ought to have gone. 

But supposing Mr. Marshall was ill would you not 
have called in a local veterinary practitioner ?--No, sir, 
[ would have asked for instructions from the chief 
constable. 

John James Marshall, Knutsford, said he was the 
veterinary inspector appointed under the local authority. 
He had held the appointment since 1883, and since that 
time had had to examine a good many carcases suffer- 
ing from anthrax. He spoke to visiting Clarkson’s farm 
with the last witness, and found the left ear had been 
removed. The object was to get the blood for micro- 
scopical examination. The rule was to cut the ear off in 
no disease excent anthrax. When some one had cut the 
ear off it led him to the conclusion that the person had 
suspected anthrax. 

Mr. Barrett objected to the way Mr. Lloyd put the 
question to the witness. He was entitled to ask him 
what was his view, but not the action of another person. 

Mr. Trevor Lloyd (to Mr. Marshall): What would you 
do if you suspected anthrax !—As a veterinary inspec- 
tor [ would cut the ear. 

And you did in fact cut the other ear 7/—Yes. 

What condition was the carcase in when you saw it !— 
Rigor mortis was very pronounced. 

Proceeding, witness said the throat of the animal was 
very much swollen, and that was an indication of 
anthrax. It was a very dangerous disease and the germs 
could be carried about by the flies. There was no doubt 
it was a case of anthrax, because he had had a note from 
the Board of Agriculture since. 

In cross-examination Mr. Marshall said he was not 
annoyed that the owner had not first of all reported the 
case to the police. He admitted it was a long process 
and very difficult to get the bacillus. He saw the 
animal the day after Mr. Norbury saw it, and being in 
August the carcase indicated decomposition. He did 
not attach much importance to the flies, but he did not 
like to be bitten by them. He expected to see flies in 
August. Many external changes would take place in 24 
1ours, and one could not say exactly what the condition 
of the carcase was 24 hours before. He agreel that 
anthrax was occasionally rapidly fatal. 
ian Barrett: There are various forms of anthrax in 

ich there was absolutely nothing to be seen often 
many hours after death. 

Mr. Marshall: A few hours. 
ee when Mr. Norbury saw the animal, if it 
‘NN. a : a nepactie anthrax, he would see nothing ? 

if to tee a animal had only just died. 

Pe tp seen the animal as Mr. Norbury did would 

Sseneee t = off ’—If I had been the veterinary 

dates to would, If I had been an ordinary practi- 

me would have told Clarkson to have reported the 
tter to the police. 

. his ° not suggest that a veterinary surgeon called in 
a! lent 1s not to determine from what disease the 
animal died {—I would be ehary in cutting anything if I 
Suspected anthrax. . — 


Proceeding, Mr. Marshall admitted that animals 
might die suddenly from many diseases. Animals 
might die suddenly from scepticemia, apoplexy, heart 
disease, and a dozen other diseases. The microscope 
must be resorted to before the mind could be directed to 
any particular disease. 

Mr. Barrett : Do you really mean to suggest that in 
all cases of anthrax you really get rigor mortis?—We 
had in this particular case. 

The bodies of animals, whose death is due to anthrax, 
are often well nourished, and were limp fora long time, 
and do not show rigor mortis. So rigor mortis in this 
- was very exceptional. I hope it was anthiax after 
all. 

Marshall : This was 36 hours afterwards. 

You know the microscope was utilised to aid in the 
discovery of septicemia, malignant oedema, septic metri- 
tis, and redwater !—I have not noticed. 

Have you noticed the organism of redwater. Does 
the microscope apply to that !—Yes. 

You use the microscope in all these to discover the 
object ‘— Yes. 

And the object was to see whether one or the other 
disease was present or absent, and not necessarily to 
determine the presence of any particular disease. They 
knew that even with the greatest care mistakes were 
made in a microscopical examination of blood. During 
last year out of a hundred cases reported to the Board 
of Agriculture, 36 cases were found not to be anthrax at 
all. The whole subject wasso difficult that a veterinary 
surgeon could not be blamed if he sought the opinion of 
a colleague to confirm his opinion. 

Mr. Barrett (to Marshall): I suppose you have done 
that yourself ?—Yes. 

And the use of the microscope involved the loss of 
some hours in regard to time—it could not be done in 
five minutes—and having regard to the circumstances 
of the case, would Mr. Marshall complain of the delay 
occasioned by Mr. Norbury dealing with the case. 

Mr. Marshall: I am not complaining. 

In answer to Mr. Trevor Lloyd, Mr. Marshall said if 
he had a similar case outside of his district he would 
report it to the inspector. 

The Chairman observed that the Board of Agriculture 
allowed the calling in of a veterinary inspector or veter- 
inary practitioner, qualified according to the Act of 1894, 
in a case of anthrax, or supposed anthrax : and supposing 
he was in doubt, how could he assure himself without 
cutting ? 

Mr. Marshall : The Order says he must not cut’ 

The Chairman : I know that, but what is the use of 
sending him if he is not allowed to find out in the only 
way he can. [ cannot understand the Order. It is quite 
clear that the Order says that in no case, except under 
the supervision of the veterinary inspector, shail the car- 
case be cut, but if the ordinary veterinary surgeon could 
not find out, what on earth was the use of calling him in ? 
Mr. Trevor Lloyd said if the surgeon suspected the 
case it was his place to inform the inspector. 

The Chairman : You cannot give a reasonable opinion 
without cutting. 

Mr. Lloyd: But it is quite clear from the Order that 
an offence was committed if he cut and had suspicion. 
Mr. Barrett (to Marshall): I understand there has 
been no anthrax in the district for more than three 
years !/—About three years. 

Mr. Trevor Lloyd : But since this case has there been 

any cases in the district ? 

Mr. Barrett : Mr. Norbury cannot help that. 

Mr. Marshall said there had been one in his district 

and two in Mere. 

Mr. Barrett : Are the new cases five miles away from 

Clarkson’s farm ?—One is and the other three. 

This concluded the case for the prosecution. 
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Mr. Barrett addressed the Court for the appellant. 
He ventured to describe the case as the most remarkable 
prosecution he bad heard. In order to fully and more 
completely satisfy himself he had searched all the law 
reports in the Middle Temple library—-commercial and 
civil—and he had failed to find any recorded decision in 
which a professional man, a member of a respectable, 
honourable, and learned profession had been sought out 
to be made criminally responsible when he had been 
engaged in the legitimate and scientific exercise of the 
profession in which he had been licensed to practise. 
The decision at which the magistrates in the court be- 
low arrived came as a bombshell to the profession, and 
commercial lawyers thought it was the most unheard of 
proceeding. In uttering these remarks he did not impute 
blame to the magistrates. In counsel’s view they were 
very patient to Mr. Norbury and were very good to him, 
but the case was of such an exceptional character that 
they were totally unable to deal with it. The learned 
Chairman himself must have been under some misgiv- 
ing as to the correctness of the decision, because he was 
kind enough to say that probably there would be an 
appeal in the interests of the profession. 

Mr. Leicester Caldecott (the Clerk to the local jus- 
tices): No such remark was made I am absolutely 
certain. The Chairman: It does not matter. 

Mr. Barrett : It is contained here in The Veterinary 
Record. 

Proceeding with his address, Mr. Barrett said his first 
point was that this was not a civil case but a criminal 
prosecution against Mr. Norbury. Mr. Norbury was a 
gentleman who had been trained and had become a quali- 
fied member of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons, and had practised in Knutsford for 16 years. 
During that time he had conducted himself honourably 
and well. On August 7th he was asked to go to Clark- 
son’s farm in the ordinary course of his profession to 
examine a cow. The animal was lying dead. There 
was absolutely nothing to indicate to him the affection 
from which the animal died. There were a dozen or 
more diseases from which it might have died, and it was 
perfectly legitimate of Mr. Norbury to use the micro- 
scope to see if one or other of the diseases were 
present or absent. Apart from the Order of the 

Board of Agriculture there could not be anything 
wrong in what Mr. Norbury did, because the 
first thing Mr. Marshall did when he went to the 
farm was todo as Mr. Norbury did. Mr. Norbury sub- 
mitted the blood of the left car to the microscope in 
order to determine whether any bacteriological organ- 
isms were present, and Mr. Marshall did the same 
thing, and therefore there was not what they might call 
criminal intent in the case. Mr. Norbury saw the ani- 
mal at seven o’cleck in the evenirg, and he could not 
very well use the microscope that night. In the morn- 
ing he made the examination, and as it turned out, he 
discovered anthrax bacilli. He then sent the ear to 
Manchester, and his opinion was confirmed. And what 
did Mr. Norbury do? He did not seek to evade the 
law, but went direct to Sergt. Ratcliffe and informed 
him of the existence of the disease, and innocently like 
he offered to give him a certificate, probably not under- 
standing exactly what the rules of the Board of Agricul- 
ture were. But there was an entire absence of criminal 

intent, and under that heading his client was absolutely 

entitled to succeed. But there was another point. He 

desired to repeat that Mr. Norbury was a member of a 

learned profession which had a certain legal standin 

and he drew the Court’s attention to the terms of the 

Royal Charter : “Now Therefore Know Ye. that we 

being desirous to encourage a design so laudable. of our 

special grace, certain knowledge, and mere notion, Have 

willed, granted, ordained, and declared and Do b 

these presents, for us, our heirs, and successors ‘will 
. grant, ordain, and declare, that the said Thomas Turner,” 





and so on, “together with such others of our leading 
subjecss as now hold certificates of qualification to 
practise as veterinary surgeons granted by the Royal 
Veterinary College of London, or by the Veterinary 
College of Edinburgh, respectively, and such other 
persons as respectively now are, and may hereafter be- 
come students of the Royal Veterinary College of Lon- 
don, or of the Veterinary College of Edinburgh, or of 
such other Veterinary College, corporate or unincor- 
porate, as now is or hereafter shall be established for 
the purposes of education in veterinary surgery whether 
in London or elsewhere in our United Kingdom, and 
which we, or our Royal successors, shall under our or 
their sign manual authorise in their behalf, and shall 
pass such examination as may be required by the orders, 
rules, and bye-laws which shall be framed and contirmed 
pursuant to these presents, shall by virtue of these 
presents be members of and form one body politic and 
corporate by the name of ‘ The Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons.’” 

That, proceeded Mr. Barrett, gave Mr. Norbury 
authority not to go into a field or a stable as a mere 
dummy, as a mere carter, or as an ignoramus, but to 
practise his profession. He submitted that was a very 
important point, for so long as Mr. Norbury legiti- 
mately practised his profession he was entitled to pro- 
tection, and he was immured from a charge of this 
kind. The alleged criminal Act which had caused Mr. 
Norbury’s presence in Court was being done every day 
by members of the veterinary profession and by medical 
officers-of health, and so far from the Board of Agricul- 
ture discouraging the practice of the removal of the ears, 
they asked veterinary practitioners, inspectors, and 
medical men as well, to send up material to the Board 
to assist them. He held in his hand a report of the 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries of 1906 which was 
signed by the Chief Officer, who was a Veterinary In- 
spector, and this stated that the slides upon which 
the diagnosis was based, were examined at the Board's 
laboratory. Letters of further enquiry regarding the 
history of premises were addressed to local veterinary 
surgeons one of whom Mr. Norbury was—not to local 
veterinary inspectors—many of whom had been practis- 
ing in the district for years, so that their evidence must 
carry great weight. In pursuing his enquiries the Chief 
Veterinary Officer stated the most courteous ané 
valuable assistance had been given to the Board 
by local veterinary practitioners, not inspectors, and 
he thanked them ine putting the Board in toucli 
with material. Material, said Mr. Barrett, meant 
ears, because in cases of anthrax surgeons were 
always advised to reinove a portion of the ear, and 
they were thanked for having sent the ears to the 
Laboratory for microscopical examination, and in effect 
the Board’s officer said to men like his client, “G®° 
on, we are glad for all you have done.” Quite a number 
of slides had also been forwarded by Medical Officers 0! 
Health, and all he (Mr. Barrett) could say was that il 
veterinary surgeons were not protected medical officers 
were not The Chief Veterinary Officer also stated that 
a post-mortem examination by opening the carcase Was 
not to be thought of, so that the diagnosis rested to 4 
great extent on the microscopical examination of the 
blood. He also laid down the necessity for verification, 
and that was what Mr. Norbury did when he sent 4 
specimen to Manchester. He pointed out that the Loc 
Authority were empowered to consult a veterinary 1" 
spector or veterinary practitioner, and as the learned 
Chairman remarked, if the latter was called in, was 
to do nothing for his fee? If surgeons refused to give 
an opinion then there would be considerable expense," 
the County, and he did not hesitate to say that under 
such circumstances anthrax and other infectious —, 
would spread to an alarming extent throughout the fl 
trict. Mr. Norbury, like other surgeons, was doing 1 
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best in the interests of his client, and under this head he 
asked the Court to say he was not guilty. On the ques- 
tion of whether Mr. Norbury was suspicious of the 
presence of anthrax, they heard Mr. Marshall say if he 
saw the animal immediately after death there would be 
absolutely nothing tosee. If he saw nothing, how could 
it be said he had a suspicion of the disease? He might 
have suspected anything. As an expert his mind would 
be directed to shoals of diseases, and he would try to 
arrive at the proper thing by a process of exclusion. Un- 
less Mr. Norbnry observed some indications of anthrax, 
or aset of symptoms which together pointed to anthrax, 
he submitted that he could not possibly hive any sus- 
picion. He would c:ll Mr. Norbury before them-—and 
he was known to some of them as a man with a reputa- 
tion—and Prof. Williams, who was probably one of the 
most distinguished teachers in the profession in the 
country, and he invited his friend to cross-examine them. 
Professor Williams would tell them what a troublesome 
snbject anthrax was, and he thought they would come 
to the conclusion that Mr. Norbury acted perfectly cor- 
rectly and that the Order did not apply to him. 

Prof. Williams said he was a member of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons and the Principal of the 
Veterinary Sch ol of the Liverpool University. He had 
been over 27 years in the profession. Apoplectic an- 
thrax was the most comimon form, and in many cases there 
was no visible local manifestations of the cause. Some 
deaths might arise from very many causes, such as light- 
ning, electric shock, heart disease, ruptured bowels, rup- 
tured blood-vessels, etc. In the absence of external 
manifestation a practitioner would not know from which 
the animal had died, and in his views there was no reason 
why he should suspect one or the other unl ss there was 
evidence before him. If a man had had a dozen 
deaths he might suspect it. He had heard there had 
been no previous case of anthrax for three years, so the 
mind was not likely to be directed. 

Asked how he would proceed in order to determine 
the cause of death, Prof. Williams said he would cut off 
the ear to begin with, to find out if it was a blood 
disease, 

The Chairman: If you had been in Mr. Norbury’s 
place would you have cnt the ear. 

Prof. Williams: Yes, and having done that he would 
take it home, if he had not a microscope with him, for 
examination. Sometimes the microscopical examina- 
tion was simply one stage of the process. 

Mr. Barrett: The removal of the ear is the right and 
proper thing from the veterinary point of view. 

Prof. Williams : Certainly. 

_ We hear that some time after death blood was oozing 
from the natural openings? Is that indicative of 
anthrax ’—It is not. 

lhe Chairman said they had heard the evidence as far 
as they had gone relative to clause 17 of the Anthrax 
Ord r which set forth “Where the owner or person in 
charge of an animal is charged with an offence against 
the Act of 1894 relative to anthrax he shall be presumed 
to have _known of the existence of that disease, unless 
and until he shows to the satisfaction of the court that 
he had not knowledge thereof and could not with 
reasonable diligence have obtained that knowledge.” 

After this and other evidence, the Bench think the 
tan was in doubt and did not certify uutil he had got 
turther knowledge, and that further knowledge he could 
not get, according to the evidence, without cutting off the 
ear for microscopical examination. 
an 5 Trevor Lloyd: But he admitted to the Sergeant 

at he suspected it and sent to Manchester for a corfir- 
matory opinion. 

Mr. Barrett : I do not admit that. 


r 1 m 
The Chairman: I do not see it is any use going on. 


That is the gen ini 
general . 
dened, opinion of the Bench. 


The appeal is 





Mr. Barrett asked with the greatest respect for the 
Court to certify a sum for costs. He did feel sucha 
case ought not to have been lightly entered upon. He 
would not say more than that, but surely Mr. Norbury 
was entitled to reasonable costs. 

Mr. Trevor Lloyd said the onus was upon his friend to 
show he bad not knowledge. He did an Act which was 
in contravention of the Order unless he showed the 
opposite. 

Mr. Barrett said they had found in his favour. It 
was a most unusual case and he did say he was entitled. 
He did not press fora high sum. 

The Chairman: The only order we will make is that 
the respondent’s costs will be paid by the County. 

Mr. Barrett: I shall want an order for my 40s. and 
costs. 

The Clerk : That will be paid without an order. 





ANTHRAX CASE APPEAL FUND. 
£s. d. 
Amount previously acknowledged 14 3 6 
Mr. J. Cooke, Scarborough 10 6 
E. H. Leach, Newmarket 10 6 
J. H. Bennett, Romford 10 6 
P. Bell, Falkirk, N.B. 10 6 
Wm. Bower, East Rudham 10 6 
G. Banham, Cambridge 10 6 
Sir John M’Fadyean, London 1 1 0 
Mr. Wm. Hunting, London 22 0 
Messrs. J. & H. Sumner, Liverpool 1 1 0 
Mr. F. W. Garnett, Windermere 10 6 
F. W. Barling, Ross, Hereford 1 10 
Wm. C. Barling, Newnham, Glo. 10 6 
J. Marshall, Knutsford 10 6 
J.T. Priestner, Sale 10 6 
W. Packman, Bury 10 6 
A. Chivas, Corbridge-on-Tyne 10 6 


G. H. Locke, Hon. Sec & Treas. 


NORTH OF ENGLAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A special meeting of this as:ociation was held at the 
Douglas’ Hotel, Newcastle-on-Tyne, on Saturday, Sep- 
teinber 28th, for the purpose of considering the recent 
proposals by the R.C.V.S. in reference tc registration. 
The president, Mr. John Davidson, occupied the chair, 
and there was a fair attendance of members. 

The discussion was opened by Mr. Henry Hunter, a 
member of the Council of R.C.V.S. Others taking part 
were Messrs. J. Gofton, W. Hunter, G. R. Dudgeon, T. 
Kilbu n, G. Elphick, T. Harper, G. Craik, also the 
President and Secretary. 

All were in favour of the proposal to impose an annual 
registration fee on members of the profession, and at the 
conclusion of the discussion the following resolution was 
proposed by Mr. Gibson, seconded by Mr. Kilburn, and 
carried without dissent: “ That this special meeting of 
the North of England Veterinary Medical Association 
supports the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons in its proposal to secure a new Veterinary Sur- 
geons’ Act, one of the clauses of which shall authorise an 
annual registration fee not exceeding one guinea ; and 
that a draft of the new Act be submitted to the profess- 
ion before going to Parliament.” 

The Secretary was instructed to forward the text of 
the resolution to the Secretary of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 

E. R. Gipson, “lon. Sec. 
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SCISSOR FORCEPS. 
Designed by Gro. E. Grason, M.R.C.V.S., Oakham. 





An instrument for removing the granulations and 
growths from the inside of the trachea, so common in 


tubed horses. There hus always been a considerable 
difficulty in removing these cartilaginous growths either 
by operation or by caustic application. This instrument 
is said to be easy of application and to entirely obviate 
all risk of the several portions being drawn down the 
trachea. It may also be used for removing small 
tumours, polypi and other growths from the pharynx 
and cesophagus of small animals. 

They are made by Messrs. Arnold and Sons, West 
Smithfield, London. 


Veterinary Surgeons and Police. 


There was a short but animated scene at the Guildhall 
on Thursday, 10th inst., arising out of a police prosecu- 
tion for cruelty to a horse. 

The defendants were Samuel Smith, cab-driver, and 
Samuel French, horsekeeper. It was alleged that the 
animal, which was found working in the City on Tnes- 
day, was old, weak, and lame on all four legs. 

Mr. Dudgeon, M.R.C.V.S., called by the police, pro- 
nounced the horse to be fit only for the knacker. 

Mr. Cockerton, M.R.C.V.S., of the Railway Arches 
Cambridge Heath, declared that the evidence was much 
exaggerated, and that the horse was only slightly lame 
on one leg. He complained, however, that he was not 
allowed to properly examine the horse in the yard 
outside. 

The Clerk : Who prevented yo: ?--The constable. 

P.C. Head : I refused to allow him to trot the horse 
because I considered it cruelty to do so. 

The Clerk : What is the meaning of this, inspector ? 

Chief Inspector Atkins said there was no objection 
whatever to Mr. Cockerton examining the horse. 

When Mr. Cockerton returned from his examination 
he agreed that the horse was not now fit for work hat 
not that it was lame all round. 1t wasan old mare, and 
not up to trotting. It had an old gait, and was in fact 
a “rambler.” ; 

Alderman Simmons: I am glad the witness has been 
allowed to examine the horse thoroughly—it is only fair 
that he should. He practically agrees that it is cruelty 
to work the animal in its present condition, and I shall 
fine French 10s. and 18s. 6d. costs. Smith is discharged. 
—The Star. 





Personal. 


, Dr. Ww. H. Datrympce, M.R.C.V.S., of the Louisiana 
State l niversity, Baton Rouge, has been elected to the 
Presidency of the American Veterinary Medical Asso- 
clation for the ensuing year. sii ow 
_ The Association is composed of the highest authori- 
ties on veterinary medicine in this country and Canada 
it is representative of no particular section, and its ac. 
tivities are essentially national in their sepe thus the 
election to the head of its organisation may ‘be ga id ee 
be the highest honour that can be oonlerred on Dr. D: L 
rymple by his professional brethren, ee 
hat this recognition should cone to one from this 


satisfaction not only to the many personal friends of 
Dr. Dalrymple, but to every citizen who cares to see her 
workers forging to the front in the world of scientific 
endeavour. His researches on the many problems con- 
fronting the cattle farmers of Louisiana, and, in fact, of 
the whole South, such as anthrax or charbon, the eradi- 
cation of the Texas fever and the nodular disease in 
sheep, have earned him an international position in his 


profession. The election to the presidency of the 
head Association in the country emphasises that 
position. 


In addition to his many professional activities Dr. 
Dalrymple has for many years edited the agricultural 
page in the Twice-a-Week Picayune. Thus the above 
election is not only of interest to its many readers, but 
a source of gratification to the Picayune itself. It has 
been the object of Dr. Dalrymple in his editorial 
capacity to deal mainly with local problems of the 
farmer and in as plain and untechnical language as 
possible. At the same time he has not forgotten that 
with the settling up of the State and the importation of 
new breeds of stock there is a possibility of problems 
arising in the near future which may call for advanced 
knowledge on the part of the farmer. In both these 
connections he has been peculiarly successful, and it is a 
source ot gratification to the Picayune that such an 
honour should have come to one of its staff.—-7’he Daily 


=| Picayune (New Orleans.) 


Mr. Henry Gray, M.R.C.V.S., has been unanimously 


elected Honorary Vetcrinary Surgeon to the Temporary 


Home for Lost and Starving Dogs, 4 Battersea Park 
Road, S.W. 








ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Oct. 11. 


Lieat.-Col. G. R. Griffith, D.S.O., from _ half-pay 
retires on retired pay. (Oct. 12). 
Capt. A. England has been promoted to the rank of 
Major from Sept. 28th, 1907. 
Col. F. Smith, C.B., C.M.G., took up the duties of 
Director-General Army Veterinary Service on 15th Oct. 
vice Major-General H. Thomson, C.B., who vacates that 
appointment on retirement. 
Capt. T. W. Rudd, Edinburgh, has been detailed 
to attend the post-graduate course at the Liverpool 
Institute which commenced on 8th Oct. 
Major G. C. O. Fowler has been transferred from 
Colchester to London to take up the appointment ©! 
Acting Principal Veterinary Officer, Eastern Command 
and the London District. 
Lieut. 8. F. G. Pallin has been gran-ed an extensie! 
of sick leave to Nov. 29th. 
The undermentioned officers have been placed under 
orders fora tour of Foreign Service, and will be re 
quired to embark in February next : . 

Lieuts. G. B. Rees-Mogg, H. CG. Stewart, and T. 
Lishman to I: dia. 

Lieut. R. Tindle to South Africa. 


ComMuNIcATIONS AND Papers RECEIVED.—Messrs. J: H. 
Bates, J.B. Manuel, J. Malcolm, J. Fraser, J.W 
Pollock, J.J. Kelly, Dr. H. E. Armstrong, Horsburg! 
& Brydon, Arnold & Sons. ' 

A Veterinary Staff for Transport Service—India, by Capt. 
H. A. Sullivan, A.V.C. 

The Hospital, The Irish Times, 
Dispatch, Express and Star (Wolverhampton). 

Messrs J.J. Kelly, R. Bryden, A. Gofton, J. Clarkso" 
W.S. Mulvey, E.R. Gibson, G.H. Locke, G. Lockwoo 
H. Gray, H. Leeney. aia) 

Annual Report of the Punjab Vet. Coll. and of the C.J El 
Punjab, The Louisiana Planter, La Stelo de VOrient?, | 


Birmingham Eventi! 
Oct. 12 





See ne to one who has been connected prominently 
with its institutions for many years will be a source of 


> Evening “7 


(Oct. 4% 


donata de la ‘* Esperanto Society of India.’ 


(Dublin) Zhe Daily Picayune (New Orleans.) 
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